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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

REPRESENTING OUR
COMMUNITY

Kia ora,
People tend to say winter is the quiet time,
it’s not feeling that way here at Council.

At the last Council meeting elected
members reviewed the make -up of council
and resolved to propose some changes.

Having adopted our Long-Term Plan we’re
now all ready to go and get started on
some of the key projects, including the
town centre rejuvenation which you can
read more about below. It’s an exciting time
and I can’t wait to see some more vibrancy
brought into the town centre.
We’re also keen to hear your views on
the current arrangements for Council
representation. At the moment our
arrangements are to have 10 Councillors and
the Mayor, with some of those Councillors
elected to represent urban and rural ‘wards’.
At our last Council meeting we discussed
this at length and Council decided that there
wasn’t a need for the ward representation.
We’ve now proposed that all our Councillors
are elected as ‘at-large’ (across the district)
representatives. We’re keen to hear what you
think of this proposal. You can fill out a quick
submission form online via our website.

Under the current arrangements we have a
mixed model with some Councillors elected
by ward and some “at large” (by the whole
District).

I also wanted to touch on the Wairarapa
Hospital building. Earlier this month
we shared some information that draft
engineering reports indicate the building,
or parts of it, may not be fully compliant.
We are working closely with the Wairarapa
District Health Board to ascertain the status
of the building and will be updating the
community as soon as we can.
For now, take care and stay warm,
Lyn Patterson.

PLANNING OUR
FUTURE TOWN CENTRE
Masterton District Council has adopted its
Long-Term Plan – setting out the roadmap
for our District over the next 10 years.
It’s an exciting time and one of the
big projects MDC is kicking off is the
rejuvenation of our town centre.
Council has confirmed provision of $3.63
million to develop the town centre. Our
vision is to create a vibrant and energising
space that our community values and wants
to take advantage of. All feedback provided
by our community is being considered when
developing different options for the town
centre.
Earlier this month we kicked off some
discussions on the possibilities with
business owners and other people closely
involved with the town centre.

We were lucky to be able to bring Sir Bob
Harvey down from Auckland to learn from
his experience in developments in Auckland.
Sir Bob also brought with him some of the
best in business when it comes to urban
development.
Our urban design specialists, Boffa Miskell,
are working on an initial plan, which will be
presented to Council in the next couple of
months.
The development of a new civic centre and
future of the library are also included in
the town centre redevelopment. To make
the best decisions on some of these key
developments we will be asking for your
feedback in due course.
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We are proposing a change that would see
all 10 members, and the Mayor, elected at
large. The number of Councillors would
remain the same, but there wouldn’t be any
wards.

We aren’t suggesting any other changes to
our current representation arrangements,
and the proposal does not impact on MDC’s
Iwi representatives.
We are keen to hear what you think about
this proposal and whether you think this
will be an effective way to represent the
Masterton District community. Are you
happy with all members being elected at
large? Head to our website to tell us what
you think. Submissions close 4:30pm 13th
August.

DEVELOPING OUR
COMMUNITY
Are you part of a community group aiming
to do great things for Masterton? We’re
now taking applications for the Community
Development Grant which aims to support
groups to improve, maintain or expand their
service, recruit or retrain staff and volunteers
or increase membership.
Council supported 29 organisations
allocating $58,000 through the Community
Development Grant Fund last year.
One of last year’s recipients is Waiwaste
Food Rescue which collects unwanted
food from supermarkets and local bakeries,
restaurants and food retailers. The team
works collaboratively with Foodbank,
delivering the rescued food to them.

The grant received through the Community
Development Grant helped the team cover
coordination and other overhead costs.
“As the community recognition of food
waste is becoming a more important issue,
Waiwaste is growing very quickly and finds
that it needs financial support to coordinate
its activities. The Community Development
Grant certainly enables that”.
More info is available at mstn.govt.nz.
Applications close 3 August.
Marae Development Fund applications are
also open now. Eligible Marae can find more
information and an application form on our
website. Applications close 9 August.

DOG REGO RECORDS
We would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who has made the effort to pay
their dog registrations.
At the end of June the number of dogs
registered was much higher than the same
period last year, which is a fantastic result.
This makes our job easier when it comes to
delivering the dog-related services that dog
registrations pay for, including dealing with
dog attacks, barking and straying dogs, and
other requests for service. It also pays for:
•

promoting better care and control of
animals

QUICK UPDATES

Masterton Town Centre
Memorial Park grandstand

Our contractors have been working hard
to get the strengthening work on the
grandstand completed.
All the work will be completed in the next
week or so to enable it to be open for key
winter sports games at the end of the month.

•

responding to reports of uncontrolled
dogs

•

taking action against owners of
unregistered and uncontrolled dogs

•

providing information and education to
local schools and communities.

We have also introduced the option
for people to become recognised as a
responsible dog owner, which enables a
discount to be applied to dog registrations.
You have until the end of July to pay your
dog registration before penalties are
applied.

Netball facility
Lots of sports teams have been making use
of the new facility as the winter weather
has set in. Everything is up and running,
including the impressive lighting system
which can be booked for use in the outer
courts. The inner main courts will be
resurfaced in the summer.

