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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

FACILITY USE AT HIGH LEVELS

Kia ora koutou,

Following the end of the financial year
we’ve had some fantastic figures come
back regarding use of Council facilities.

This month we officially welcome our
new Chief Executive, Kath Ross.

 More than 170,000 people visited
the library in the year to the end of
June and 12,214 online books or
magazines were issued – a 50 per
cent increase on the year earlier.

Kath has joined us from the Far North
District Council where she led the
strategic planning and policy team. With
more than 20 years’ experience in local
government, we’re excited to learn from
her experience.
Masterton District Council officially
welcomed Kath with a powhiri last
week and we have numerous meetings
planned with different stakeholders in
our community.
Look out for Kath around town and
introduce yourself. Kath is keen to hear
from the horses’ mouth when it comes to
items of importance to our community.
I’m also pleased to highlight traction
being made on the civic centre project
– we are calling for expressions of
interest from developers that may want
to partner with Council on progressing
the project. This is part of us firming

up options for the centre – we’ll share
updates on the project as soon as we can.
This is one of the most important projects
we will undertake for our community in
the next ten years – with an investment
of $15.5 million, we want to make sure
we get it right. It’s exciting to see plans
taking shape.
For now, noho ora mai.
Lyn Patterson.

CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
RIVALS COUNTRY’S BEST
Earlier this year Masterton District
Council asked the community for
feedback on what we’re planning for the
next ten years.

Last week we were given the news that our
document had been judged as one of the
top ten in the country – based on its clarity
and ease of reading. Ka mau te wehi!

To do this we went out with a
consultation document outlining the key
issues we were considering as part of our
planning process.

It’s fantastic news for our team, especially
following positive feedback on our financial
reporting from Audit New Zealand.

Traffic Calming
We’re going to be undertaking some
important traffic safety projects over the
next few weeks. It means we will have
some road closures coming up with the
first one around Clyde Street. Keep an eye
on our website for updates.

safety and keep traffic moving as
the Wairarapa region grows. NZTA is
holding two public meetings to get your
thoughts on what improvements you
think could be made:

SH2 Carterton to Masterton
NZTA is investigating ways to improve

Carterton Events Centre,
Saturday 11 August 10am-2pm

Solway Primary School,
Wednesday 8 August 2:30pm-4:30pm

KEY DATES AUGUST

10
AUG
12
AUG

Council meeting

13
AUG

Marae Development
Fund applications close

20
AUG

Planting day at Lansdowne
recreational trail
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 Our Aerodrome is also experiencing
significant demand – there were
4,665 landings in the first half of 2018
and an average of 25 landings every
day in June.

PLAY YOUR PART,
GET WATER SMART
While summer may still seem a prospect
far into the future, now is the time to
start getting prepared around water
conservation.

need for immediate conservation.

We’re committed to preserving and
enhancing our natural environment to
create a better future for our people –
that includes managing water demand.

1

Consider bringing more droughtresistant plants into your garden.

2

Explore ways to maximise your water
use. For example reuse shower or
washing machine water in your
garden.

3

Invest in a water storage tank. We
have a few options on display in our
Council office at 161 Queen Street.

We’re working to balance the health of
our rivers with our water use and are
urging everyone to play their part.
This summer it’s likely that those in the
Masterton urban area will be asked not
to water their gardens for a few days. It
will only happen if the water level in our
rivers reaches a low-point – forcing the

With that in mind, there are a few things
you might want to consider now before
we get into the heat of summer.

Head to our website www.mstn.govt.nz
for more water saving tips and tricks.

CRICKET GRANDSTAND

ON OUR ROADS

8
AUG

 More than 67,000 visits to the Trust
House Recreation Centre were made
for a casual swim and the number of
school children enrolled in schoolbased learn to swim classes increased
240 per cent.

 We’ve also started monitoring usage
of recreation trails. They are proving
popular with as many as 740 people
using parts of our recreation trails
network every day.

24
AUG

Representation review
consultation closes

Rates due
Masterton Arts Fund and
Masterton District Creative
Communities Scheme
applications close

We have completed the designs for the
earthquake strengthening and changing
room upgrade work at the Cricket
grandstand. We’re now working to procure

a building contractor to carry out the work.
We expect to be able to announce this in
the next few weeks.

PIC OF
THE MONTH
How good is this snap taken in
Masterton’s very own secret garden? It
was a chilly start when this was taken
at Millennium Reserve. A big thanks
to all the volunteers who work to
maintain this precious park. Taken a
great photo recently? Email it through
to us at communications@mstn.govt.
nz and go in the draw to win a prize!

