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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora,
Happy New Year everyone. I hope you
have all enjoyed spending time with
friends and family and that 2019 will be a
wonderful year for you all.
Our family had our traditional get
together in Hawke’s Bay on New Year’s
Day. It was a beautiful day and a good
time to catch up with our growing family
of four generations.
This year is shaping up to be a big one
for our district. Now, six months after
Council adopted our Long-Term Plan
we’re ringing in a new year that will see
the pedal hit the metal, if you like. I’ve

highlighted some of the projects and I’m
excited to see progress this year.
• The civic centre. We’ve got a big
project on our hands this year
with the civic centre development
progressing.
• Town Centre Rejuvenation. You’ve
heard about our parklets, this is the
testing phase of a much broader
plan for our town centre.
• Water meters. This year will see
progress in the installation of water
meters in the Masterton urban area.
• Queen Elizabeth Park
rejuvenation. The next stage of the

rejuvenation of Queen Elizabeth
Park will be completed in 2019.
• Wheelie bins. Wheelie bins will
be rolled out this coming year for
recycling.
Remember, you can call Council any time
of day to let us know about something
that needs attention or with even just a
comment or compliment. We’re on 06
370 6300 during business hours or 06 378
7752 after hours or, fill in our “Fix it” form
on our website: www.mstn.govt.nz
Lyn Patterson.

still in the testing phase of this project –
the whole point is to learn what might
or might not work.

QUICK FIVE:
Parklet plans

You’re removing carparks and not
replacing them.
It’s true, these initiatives are slightly
reducing the number of carparks in the
town centre. But, did you know there
are 16 different carparks (as in locations
to park, not single parks for just one
car) around the town centre that are all
free?

Why doesn’t Council focus on
at least having flowers in the
garden beds and a pool open
over summer?

The talk of the town as the new year
hit was our Town Centre Revamp –
specifically, the new pedestrianised
space in Park Street and the second
parklet in Queen Street.
For more information visit www.
mastertontown.nz . In the meantime,
we’ve been getting a lot of questions
and comments, so here are a few
answers to real questions and
comments we’ve received.

It’s too piecemeal, we need
something coordinated.
We totally agree! Last year Masterton
District Council adopted a strategy to

inject life into the town centre. But,
these things don’t happen overnight
and we don’t want to invest ratepayer
money on permanent changes
until we have tested some ideas. All
the feedback on these temporary
initiatives is being fed into the design
of permanent changes which will, of
course, be coordinated and in line with
the strategy.

The choice of Park Street is
absolutely ridiculous.
Park Street isn’t exactly the busiest or
prettiest street in Masterton. But it has
a unique feature; it is a key route linking

Water restrictions

Algae warning

We’ve been lucky that the amount of rain
over the summer so far has prevented
the instigation of prolonged water
restrictions.

The amount of rain has
also been helpful in
preventing algal blooms in
our rivers and Henley Lake.
However, please be
vigilant when taking
children or dogs to our
local rivers. You can visit
www.lawa.org.nz for up
to date information on
water quality in our rivers,
including any updates on
toxic algae.

The current restriction is:
NORMAL USE - NO RESTRICTIONS
However, this may change quickly.
Please keep an eye on the Midweek,
Saturday editions of the Times-Age and
our website for the most updated water
restrictions.

We are Local Government.
WWW.MSTN.GOVT.NZ

pedestrians from Queen Elizabeth Park
to the town centre. It was chosen as
a key focal point in the Town Centre
Strategy because of this reason – Bruce
Street is the other one that will get
some attention.

It’s hurting local businesses.
With any change there will be some
teething issues – we’re working
hard with local business owners to
understand any pain points and
find solutions. Such as making sure
customers know they can access their
stores through different entry points.
It’s important to remember that we are

We agree, there are other things that
need attention as well. We made a
strategic decision not to plant flowers
this summer to avoid wasting ratepayer
funds but watch this space, we’ve got
an opportunity coming up for you
to have your say about our town’s
entrances.
As for a pool, we’re excited that our
50-year-old pool is getting an upgrade.
Unfortunately, the work needs to be
done over summer. The good news is
you can use Lakeview School’s pool for
free between 1-5pm during January.
We’ve also had some very positive
feedback – please keep all feedback
coming in. As mentioned above the
point of this part of the Town Centre
Revamp project is to learn. Give us a call
with any comments (positive feedback
also welcomed!) on 06 370 6300.

WHAT’S ON

IN JANUARY
7 JAN – 25 JAN

Play on Park, pedestrianised space in Park Street
18, 25 JAN AND 1 FEB

Night markets (4-8pm)

