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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora,
It’s been a fantastic start to February with
news that Masterton has been confirmed
as one of five new refugee resettlement
locations.
This has been something people in our
community have pushed for and it’s a
positive milestone – thanks needs to be
given to the local group that worked to
see this come to fruition.
Understandably there are concerns
around whether we can house refugees
in Masterton given the challenge some
in our community already face when

seeking housing.
I want to assure everyone that no
refugees will be relocated to Masterton
until housing is secured. Work is already
underway to ensure we have enough
capacity to support refugees as well as
our community.
I also want to briefly touch on the status
of Henley Lake. We are well and truly into
the dry summer period now – it means
water restrictions and, unfortunately, less
water in Henley Lake. Henley Lake relies
on water from the Ruamahunga, when
the river gets low it’s inevitable that our

water supply into Henley Lake dries up.
We are continuing to work with the
Greater Wellington Regional Council
to find a long-term solution that’s
suitable for our community and the
lake’s ecological environment while also
managing scarce water resources.
Until next month, please play your part
in conserving water – now’s the time
to think of innovative ways to reduce
consumption. Check out our website for
tips and tricks.
Nga mihi nui
Lyn Patterson

Homebush Open Day
Design underway on
town centre plans

The date for the Homebush Open Day has been
locked in! Ever wondered what happens to your
wastewater after you flush the loo or take a shower?
We’re giving you the chance to find out during
a public open day at the Homebush Wastewater
Treatment Plant on Saturday 23 March.
Free guided bus tours will give people a behindthe-scenes look at the whole post-flush process
and show how Council is using treated wastewater.
We want to increase understanding of wastewater
treatment and introduce benefits of wastewater
irrigation to land.

Sadly our popular Summer Night
Markets are over. Thank you to
everyone who took the time to come
down and check it out and tell us
what you thought of our temporary
initiatives in Park Street and the Town
Square.
The temporary projects were all about
testing different ways to use space
in our town centre – your feedback
is incredibly valuable in helping us
determine what permanent changes
may be successful.

We’re leaning on the expertise of a
national design company, our local
businesses and our community to
ensure we get any changes right.
We’re at the very start of an iterative
process designing concepts that will
change the face of our town. We’ll
be excited to share them with our
community once the ideas are fully
developed.
In the meantime, head over
to www.mastertontown.nz for more
updates.

WHAT’S OUR WELCOME?
What is it that makes Masterton New Zealand’s best little city? Is it the
bush just on our doorstep? All the free family fun? Or maybe you think
our Queen Elizabeth Park is the best in the country.
Now is your chance to TELL US WHAT YOU THINK and help
shape how we welcome people into Masterton.
We’re looking at how we can spruce up the ‘gateways’ into Masterton in
the future.
Tell us what elements of our district you think we should celebrate and
be in to WIN A $100 VOUCHER for groceries, petrol or a meal at
your favourite Masterton restaurant.

Have your say online under ‘current consultations’ on mstn.govt.nz

We are Local Government.
WWW.MSTN.GOVT.NZ

Rates
Its that time again – the
third rates instalment for
the financial year is due in
February. Pay before the
20th to avoid receiving a
penalty. Don’t forget you
can sign up for rates to be
direct debited from your
bank account throughout
the year. Just head to
www.mstn.govt.nz for
more information on how
to get it set up.

The free guided tours will be held between 9am and
4pm taking approximately 45 minutes per tour.
Numbers are limited, so we are urging people to
get in quick and register via email on
communications@mstn.govt.nz putting
HOMEBUSH in the subject line and indicating
your preference for a morning or afternoon tour.
Alternatively, call us on 06 370 6300.

WHAT’S ON

IN FEBRUARY

17 FEB

24 FEB

20 FEB

27 FEB

Masterton District
Council at car boot sale,
Essex St
Rates due

Masterton District
Council at Wairarapa
Farmer’s Market
Council meeting

