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Kia ora,
I’m thrilled to be celebrating more than $1 million of funding being directed to the Wairarapa through
the Provincial Growth Fund.
Last week the government confirmed it will support a programme which works to transition at-risk
rangitahi and youth into education, training or employment. This will be a huge boost not only for our
rangitahi, but also our region over the long term.
I’m also looking forward to our brand-new wheelie bin service for recycling coming soon. It’s only
fitting that the roll out starts in plastic-free July; while the new service gives us more capacity for
recycling, we all need to consider ways that we can reduce our plastic use.
Finally, we have confirmed our rates for the next financial year. I know everyone would prefer there
was never an increase in rates. On the other hand, we are managing to deliver a significant number
of projects with an increase below what was forecast.
Stay safe and warm everyone. Ka kite anō au i a kōrua.

PROJECTS UPDATE:
QE Park rejuvenation

We’ve kicked off the second phase of the
Queen Elizabeth Park rejuvenation, focusing
on the Lake of Remembrance. The full project
is on track to be completed in December with
improved relaxation facilites and access.

RATES/ANNUAL PLAN ADOPTION

Cricket grandstand

Last month we finalised our Annual Plan
for the next 12 months. Essentially, it’s
the map we work from to prioritise our
work and maintain and improve services
to the Masterton community. You can find
the full annual plan on our website.

Recreation centre

The planning process also requires us to
take a look at the revenue we get from
rates and whether any changes need to be
made to cover the work we have planned.

Refurbishment is progressing well and the
grandstand will be open for the cricket
season in December.
Earthquake strengthening is nearing
completion with the pool to be reopened
ahead of the school holidays.

Last year we thought we would need
to increase rates by 5 per cent for the
2019-20 financial year. We’re pleased to
report that the final increase approved
by Council was under this at 4.35 per
cent. We know a rates increase is never
really good news, but the upshot is the
impact on homeowners of a median
value property in urban Masterton is less
than $2 per week.

This a breakdown of what an average rates bill pays for.

Town centre revamp

Council has decided to progress on to the
next phase of design for Park and lower Queen
Streets. We’re still working through details
regarding Bruce Street.

ACM clubrooms

Work has started on the repair of gable ends,
cladding, downpipes and spouting, new fixtures
in the downstairs area and bathroom and a
slight reconfiguration of the upstairs area.

PARKS CONTRACT KICKS OFF
Council provides 215 hectares of recreation space (38 urban and 8 rural)
including parks, lakes, beachfront esplanades, reserves, cemeteries
and sports fields. On the ground this is managed under contract by
Recreational Services.

This new way of working allows contractors to direct their efforts where
they will be used best. If that grass that used to be mown every second
Monday doesn’t need cutting in the hottest part of summer it won’t be and
if it requires more frequent cutting in Spring, there is flexibility to do that.

For the past 12 years this contract was ‘transactional’ which means
Council was required to set programmes with specific deliverables
such as, ‘this grass must be cut every second Monday’.

Plus, the new contract included provision for our very own custodian for
Queen Elizabeth Park!

A new contract came into force on the 1st of July and moves to a
‘relational’ model which is founded on collaboration and working
together to do what’s best for our local open spaces. Councils such as
Gisborne, Central Hawkes Bay and Manawatu have also moved to similar
models in recent years.
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With the shortest day come and gone there is more and more time to
enjoy the great work Recreational Services do in our public spaces.

RECYCLING WHEELIE BINS
No doubt you’ve heard about it, soon you’ll see it for real; recycling is getting
cleaner, greener and smarter with a new wheelie bin service. Wairarapa households
that currently receive a kerbside recycling service will soon receive a wheelie bin
for recycling.

to make yourself heard

It gives you an extra 140 litres of space for recycling every fortnight.
Once the service starts on 9th September there will be a few tweaks to the
recycling service:

yyRecycling crates will be used for glass recycling only. It doesn’t matter which colour
crate you use, you can even put both out filled with glass.

yyAll your other non-glass recycling (plastics, cardboard) will go in your wheelie bin.
Don’t forget to check whether the plastics you’re putting in your wheelie bin are
numbered 1-2 (those that are numbered 3-7 aren’t recyclable).

yyGlass recycling and your wheelie bins will be picked up on alternate weeks. Your

wheelie bin will come with a handy booklet explaining which week you should put your
bin out and which week you should put your glass crates out.

This year you have the chance to choose who makes the big
decisions in our community.

For some houses in Masterton the day your recycling is picked up will change – we’ll let
you know if yours is one of these houses.

Local government has a big impact on everyday living in
Masterton; the Masterton District Council looks after the parks
where you take the kids, the Recreation Centre, the library as
well as all the infrastructure needs of a community; roads,
rubbish and recycling, drinking water and wastewater.

Have any questions? We’ve got a whole list on our website www.mstn.govt.nz.

MASTERTON ARCHIVIST RECOGNISED AS ONE OF COUNTRY’S BEST

This October Masterton will vote for a new Council that makes
these big decisions. Don’t miss out on your chance to vote. The
first step is to make sure you’re enrolled; check at www.vote.nz
or call 0800 36 76 56.
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MASTERTON OFFERS IMPROVEMENT INSIGHTS
Last month Masterton District Council was
visited by professors from the University
of Wollongong in Australia, and Victoria
University of Wellington.
Kate Janes (Council’s Business Improvement
Manager), was interviewed about her work
programme at Masterton District Council
(MDC). Dr Arun Elias, Dr Matthew Pepper,
and Dr Oriana Price are conducting research
for a book about continuous improvement in
local government and MDC will feature as a
case study for people-centric
business improvement.
Business improvement is about helping to
deliver greater value and efficiency through
reviewing and enhancing the way we do
things. Kate’s role is focussed on identifying
ways to improve how Council works and
smoothing the way for those changes to
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happen – we are more than happy to offer some
insights from provincial New Zealand!
During their visit, the professors also had the
opportunity to speak with the Business Improvement
Manager at Whangarei District Council.

We’re proud to announce that our
District Archivist, Gareth Winter
has been appointed to the Archives
Council Te Rua Wānanga. The
Council is an unincorporated
body established under the Public
Records Act. It provides
independent advice to the Minister
responsible for Archives New
Zealand on record-keeping and
archives matters, including those
for which tikanga Māori is relevant.
Gareth is one of six members.

WHATS ON IN JULY
Friday 19 July
Nominations for local government
candidates open
Wednesday 24 July
Rangitumau Room, REAP House, Queen Street
9.00am 	Extraordinary Community Wellbeing
Committee Meeting
1:00pm 	Infrastructural Services Committee
2:00pm 	Strategic Planning and
Policy Committee
Wednesday 31 July
Rangitumau Room, REAP House, Queen Street
2.00pm 	Community Wellbeing Committe
For more details on Council meetings visit
www.mstn.govt.nz

