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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Kia ora tatou,
This month marks my one year anniversary with the Masterton District Council. It’s gone by in a flash
thanks to the huge range of significant and complex projects we have on the go.
Front and centre of this is the future of the Masterton Town Hall. I appreciate a decision on this is longawaited by the Masterton community. Although it may seem like not much has happened, I assure you we
have not been sitting on our hands. Please take the time to read the update below for more information.
This month we have also shared news that we will be seeking input from people and groups in our
community about the future of Henley Lake.
Of course, these projects will come up in conversation over the next two months as our community
decides who it wants sitting around the Council table.
The local body elections are on 12 October, with voting papers due by noon on election day. If you are
enrolled your voting papers will be posted to you. All you need to do is fill them out and post them back. If
you’re not enrolled you will be able to cast a special vote at either the Council office or a number of other
locations that we will share closer to the time.
In the meantime, it’s a great opportunity to start considering what issues are important to you and
which candidate best aligns with this. Our pre-election report available on the Council website is a great
starting point to understand the big challenges facing Masterton District Council over the coming years.
Ngā mihi, Kath Ross

PROJECTS UPDATE:
Skatepark revamp
Landscape architecture company Rich
Landcapes has come on board to design
the revamp of Masterton’s skatepark. The
company has designed a range of skateparks
throughout New Zealand and in 2013 was the
NZ Institute Landscape Architecture winner
for the Raglan Skate Park. This initial design
phase will include community engagement.
We’re expecting to see designs by the end
of the year with the whole project due for
completion in 2021.

TOWN HALL CONSULTATION
The Masterton community will help decide the
future of the Town Hall in a formal consultation
planned for later this year.
The decision to consult comes following the
Council commissioned an assessment on the
level of demand for events space in Masterton,
and the impact such a space may have on the
local economy.
The details of this market demand and
economic impact assessment are available on
our website. At a high level, it found a low level
of demand for an events space; community
theatre groups were among the main identified
potential users. However, the assessment also
found a permanent theatre-style events space
was unlikely to be utilised well.
Council has also done some work on initial
costings to inform decisions around what to do
with the existing buildings and potential for a
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new civic centre or events space. There is still
a small amount of work to do on gathering this
information together before it can be shared
publicly.
The town hall building was closed in June 2016
because its earthquake rating was below the
required standard.
Council gained some understanding of what
the Masterton community would like to
see happen thanks to two initial rounds of
consultation.
In 2017, we asked for initial thoughts on options
for the town hall; 65 per cent of submitters
said they would like to see a new centre built
instead of strengthening the existing building.
This feedback prompted Council to propose
building a new civic centre in the Long-Term
Plan. Almost 60 per cent of submitters
supported this option and, as a result, $15.5
million was set aside for construction.

HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI

HERETURIKŌKĀ 2019
9TH OF SEPTEMBER IS THE
DATE TO REMEMBER

to make yourself heard.

The countdown is on – in less than a month
(9th September) the Wairarapa’s new wheelie bin
service will start.
If you’re in urban Masterton, Greytown,
Featherston, Martinborough or Carterton and pay
for recycling in your rates, a wheelie bin will be
rolling your way shortly, if it hasn’t already.
You will also receive a handbook outlining all the
details about the cleaner, greener and smarter
recycling service – if you’ve misplaced yours give us
a call on 06 370 6300.

The local body elections are fast approaching – this is
your chance to vote for who you want making the big
decisions about the Masterton district. From roads
and water to playgrounds, sportsfields and community
events – the Council has a role in it all.

Once the service starts, there are a few things
to remember:

yyBoth your current recycling crates will be used

for glass only. All your other recyclables will go
into your wheelie bin.

yyRecycling pick up will alternate; one week

recycling wheelie bins will be picked up, the next
your glass crates will be picked up. You’ll need
to check which week you’re on (week 1 or week
2). Your wheelie bin will have either a number 1
or 2 on the side. If yours has a number 2, you will
put your wheelie bin out on the first week of the
service (starting Sept 9th). If yours has a 1 on
the side, you can put your glass crates out and
wait until the next week to put your wheelie bin
out. All this is outlined in your kerbside recycling
handbook that comes with your wheelie bin.

yyFor some Masterton houses, your pickup day

will change. You’ll be notified by Council if this
applies to you.

If you have any more questions, head to
www.wairecycle.co.nz

WHATS ON
Wednesday 21 August
Rangitumau Room, REAP House, Queen Street
3:00pm 	Audit and Risk Committee
Wednesday 4 September
Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton
1.00pm Infrastructural Services Committee
2.00pm 	Community Wellbeing Committee

If you’ve enrolled, voting papers will be posted to your
house in late September. Just make sure you post them
back by 5th October so they’re received in time to be
counted.
If you don’t receive your voting papers you will be able
to cast a special vote at the Masterton District Council
office between Sept 20th and midday 12th October.
In terms of who you can vote for, information about
the candidates standing is available on the Masterton
District Council website at www.mstn.govt.nz/vote2019/
On this page we’ve also published what’s called a ‘Preelection Report’ – it outlines all the big issues we’re
facing as an organisation.

Monday 9 September
Wheelie bin service starts
For more details on Council meetings visit
www.mstn.govt.nz
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MANAGING WATER SCARCITY AT HENLEY LAKE
Masterton’s Henley Lake was first conceived in the 1960s and constructed in the
1980s. Now, more than 30 years on, water scarcity across the Wairarapa region has
prompted the need to consider the future of the lake.
Henley Lake relies on water form the Ruamāhunga River – when the river gets low it
becomes a challenge to keep water flowing into the lake. The low water flow results
in dropping water levels creating ideal conditions for toxic algae and putting a stop to
water sports and dogs running free off lead.
Because the arrangements for the Council to divert water from the river need to be
renewed, now is the time to take a fresh look at how we manage Henley Lake and, in
particular, how we source water.
The Masterton District Council set up a working party to explore some ideas about
Henley Lake’s future. It has made some progress and has clearly defined the
challenges and some potential options for the future of the lake.
The next step is to see what people who regularly use the lake and its surrounding
environment think. With that in mind, we will be talking to key groups and users over
the next few months to flesh out our ideas before undertaking a formal consultation.
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