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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Kia ora tatou,
In less than a month, there will be a new Council. Voting in the local body elections opens on 20 September
and closes at midday on 12 October. I can’t emphasise enough how important it is that everyone exercises
their right to vote – every vote counts, so don’t miss your chance to help choose who makes the big
decisions about our district. All the information about the election, including who is standing and
information about the candidates, is available on our website.
This month, the new recycling wheelie bin service has been launched. We know some people have been
frustrated by the new process, and are still getting their heads around how the alternating pick-up weeks
works. See below for more clarification, or visit www.wairecycle.co.nz.
Finally, last month we announced we would be asking the public to help decide the future of the Town Hall.
We’ve since had further information about costs for the different options, which we’ve outlined again in
this edition. This is a significant decision and we’re looking forward to getting more of an idea about what
our community thinks is the best option for the future.
Nga mihi, Kath Ross

BALLPARK COSTS FOR TOWN HALL OPTIONS

WHEELIE CONFUSED?
The new recycling wheelie bin service
kicked off last week, with parts of
Masterton having the new 140 litre bins
picked up for the first time.
As with any significant change, there have
been a few teething issues.
The biggest challenge is getting used to
the new system where the wheelie bins
and crates (that are now used for glass) are
picked up on alternate weeks. There’s a
number on the side of the wheelie bins that
indicates which collection cycle each house
has been allocated (1 or 2).
This week, houses that are on the ‘1’
collection cycle should put their wheelie
bins out on the kerbside. Those that are
on the ‘2’ collection cycle should put their
crates with glass on the kerbside.
If in doubt, check the collection
calendar that is included in the brochure
that came with your bin, or online at:
www.wairecycle.co.nz
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Tue
The sticker shows your
new collection day —
this is for both your
weekly rubbish and
recycling collections
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1
The sticker also shows
whether you are ‘week
1’ or ‘week 2’ for your
wheelie bin recycling
collections

Ballpark costings are now available for the
three options for the Masterton Town Hall site
that will be part of public consultation after
the local body elections on October 12.
The site is actually made up of three buildings
– the Town Hall auditorium, council office
building (which includes the façade), and the
civil defence building at the rear of the site.
The three options agreed by the council for
consultation are:

yydemolition of all three buildings and building
a new civic centre

yydemolition of all three buildings and not
building a civic centre

yydemolition of the Town Hall auditorium,

earthquake strengthening the two other
buildings, and building a new civic centre.

A key part of the consultation will be getting
an understanding of whether Masterton
wants, and is prepared to pay for, a civic centre.

The three options come with different costs.
Demolishing all buildings and not building
anything to replace them would cost an
estimated $2m, with an annual cost of just
over $177,000. It would add an estimated $17
to urban residential rates each year.
Demolition and building a new civic centre
comes with a ballpark cost of $16.5-$17.5
million, and would have an estimated annual
cost of $2 million. The impact on rates would
be an estimated $191 per year.
Demolishing only the Town Hall auditorium,
earthquake strengthening the other two
buildings, and building a new civic centre,
would cost an estimated $21-22 million, with
an estimated annual cost of $2.3m and an
impact on rates of $213 annually.
Full details of estimated costs can be found
on the MDC website under the ‘News’ section
on the homepage.
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MAHURU 2019
WHAT’S ON

Sunday 15 to Sunday 22 September - NZ Conservation Week
It’s New Zealand Conservation Week and, this year, it’s the
50th anniversary.

to make yourself heard.

This is a chance to bring everyone together to do their bit, big or small, to
create change. Every year, thousands of Kiwis get involved because when
we pull together, we can make a big difference!
There are lots of things on around the region. Whether you’re keen on a
Waiwaka stream walk or dune planting in Riversdale, there’s something
for everyone.
We’ve got a list of Conservation Week events on the Masterton District
Council website. Come along and join in!
Friday 20 September - Voting opens for the local body election
If you’ve enrolled, your voting papers will be posted to you – just fill them
out and return them by midday on Saturday 12 October.
Saturday 21 September - Birth to Earth
Each year in September, a Birth to Earth event is held for families who
wish to bury placenta in the Henley Lake Whenua Garden. In conjunction
with Masterton District Council, Recreational Services and Henley Lake
Trust, Birth to Earth will start at 10am on 21 September.
A placenta is referred to as the Tree of Life because it resembles a tree.
It is common tradition in Māori culture to bury the whenua (placenta)
and pito (umbilical cord) of newborn babies in a significant place. Some
believe that returning the placenta to earth nurtures the child’s bond with
the land. Register via the MDC website.
Wednesday 25 September - Council Meeting
2pm - Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton.
For more details on Council meetings, visit: www.mstn.govt.nz

LANDSCAPING ON WAY FOR
LIBRARY LEARNING CENTRE
The area around Masterton library will be a hive of activity in
coming weeks, as landscaping work gets underway around
the units installed for the Library Learning Centre.
A contract for the work will be finalised shortly, with activity
at the site likely to get underway in the next month.
Two of the units will also soon be open for use, including a
“makerspace”, which will provide access to equipment such
as 3D scanners and printers, a laser cutter, a CNC (computer
numerical control) router, a vlogging space, and a virtual
reality suite.
The units will also provide space outside the main
library building for activities such as the weekly knitting
group, Spark Jump, and Digital Inclusion Alliance
Aotearoa activities.
The Library Learning Centre is part of a growing trend of
extending library activities beyond providing access to books.
But the aim remains the same -- to provide people with
access to information and equipment that will help them
understand the world and what they can achieve in it.
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The countdown to the local election is on. Voting papers will be sent to people who have
enrolled over the next week. This is YOUR CHANCE to help choose who makes the big
decisions about our district. Simply fill out your papers, ticking beside the name of the
people you want elected, and get it back to Council by midday on 12th October.
You can still vote if you haven’t enrolled to vote or misplace your voting papers – just
come into the Council office during the times below to cast your vote.
Don’t know who to vote for? The full list of candidates and information about what’s
important to them is available on the MDC website – under VOTE on the homepage.
Casting a special vote:
Special votes can be cast between 20th September and midday 12th October.
Visit the Masterton District Council office, 161 Queen Street during the following times:
Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 4:30pm
Saturday 5th October, 9am – 2pm
Saturday 12th October, 9am – 12pm
Completed voting papers can be dropped into the Council offices during any of the
above times.

We are.
Local Government.

SKATEPARK REVAMP
The initial design phase for the
Masterton Skatepark Revamp is
underway, with the first workshop held
last week. Landscape architecture
company Rich Landscapes has come
on board to design the revamp, taking
on ideas from the wider community.
The workshop last Wednesday was a
success, with a turnout of around 30
people. It provided an opportunity for
the public to give their views on design
concepts and highlight any concerns
they have with the current park.
We’re expecting to see designs by
the end of this year with the whole
project due for completion in 2021.
Anyone wanting to share further
ideas can do so via the Facebook
page (@mastertonskatepark).
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