
MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Kia ora tatou,

We now have a new council after last month’s 
local body elections, with some familiar faces 
returning and new councillors elected.

Lyn Patterson returns as Mayor, with Graham 
McClymont also re-elected along with Gary 
Caffell, Bex Johnson, Frazer Mailman, and 
Chris Peterson. Our newly elected councillors 
are Brent Gare, David Holmes, Tim Nelson, 
Tina Nixon and Sandy Ryan. At its inaugural 
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McClymont as Deputy Mayor. The new council 
can be seen on the council website.

The turnout for the election was excellent, 
with 48.92 per cent of registered voters 
casting votes, matching the turnout from 
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43.55 per cent voting in 2016.

With the recent adoption of our Annual Report, we’re pleased to take 
the opportunity to take a look back at what we achieved over the last 
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We spent a lot of time in early 2018 developing the Long-Term Plan 
and working to understand our community’s priorities. As a result, we 
committed to key projects and work on these projects kicked off in the 
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The Town Centre Revamp is one example. After three years of 
engagement and consultation with the community, the Council adopted 
the Town Centre Strategy in August 2018. Change isn’t easy, and there is 
understandable caution around what the revamp will mean for our town. 
We are looking forward to seeing this work, and collaboration with the 
community and business owners, continue.

We also progressed work on potential future options for Masterton’s 
Town Hall. To help better inform decision-making we invested in 
additional research to understand what sort of facility would best suit 
the needs of our community and the level of demand that exists. We also 
looked deeper into what such a development was likely to cost. 

Other key achievements include investing in a range of existing assets and 
bringing them up to an acceptable standard for future use. This includes 
the rejuvenation of Queen Elizabeth Park, earthquake strengthening of the 
cricket grandstand, upgrading the outdoor pool, and refurbishing various 
sports facilities, including the Athletics and Cycling Masterton building at 
the Colin Pugh Sports Bowl, and the Douglas Villa clubrooms.

On the infrastructure front, it was great to see more than 100 people at 
the Homebush Wastewater Treatment Plant open day in March 2019. 

You can read the full overview of our year in the Annual Report on  
our website.

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW

The council has wasted no time getting down 
to work after a powhiri at Te Rangimarie Marae 
on 30 October.  The manaakitanga shown at 
the marae was fantastic and the event was a 
wonderful way to bring the new council together.

The council then went to hold its inaugural 
meeting, including approving the annual report 
for 2018-19. This sets out what was achieved in 
a very successful year, and has been published 
on the council website.  You can see the 
highlights below.

The council has a new committee structure, 
following recommendations by council staff 
for a streamlined approach, with a newly 
named Infrastructure and Services committee 
(previously the Infrastructural Services 
committee), now being responsible for 
community wellbeing, and policy and strategy.

The Community Wellbeing and Strategic 
Planning and Policy committees have 
been disestablished.

The next three years will no doubt be 
busy and exciting, with some large 
projects ahead.

Nga mihi, Kath Ross

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
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20 November – Council Meeting

Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton.

2.00pm  Audit and Risk Committee

4.30pm Council meeting

27 November - Pack the Bus begins

30 November – Water Treatment Plant tour

WHAT’S ON

GET IN BEFORE CHRISTMAS

INVITATION – TOUR THE WATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
We’re opening our doors! On Saturday 30 November we’re 
giving you the opportunity to come and see Masterton’s water 
treatment plant for yourself! We’ll take you on a tour of the 
treatment facility and give you an overview of how water is 
taken from the Waingawa river, treated, and delivered to your 
home. Plus, there are prizes up for grabs!

Registrations are essential – sign up on our website or by  
calling 06 370 6300.

As soon as November hit, so did a big boost in temperatures. It serves as a 
good reminder that the dry summer months are just around the corner.

As we all know, that means water restrictions. Last summer Masterton used 
1.6 billion litres of water. 

Now is the time to think about how you can make the most of the water 
you are using around the home, such as using water from showering, and 
washing dishes or clothes, to water non-edible plants.

Keep a lookout on our website, in the Saturday edition of the Times Age and 
the Midweek for the current water restrictions. Alternatively, give us a call  
on 06 370 6300.

DRY MONTHS AHEAD

A friendly reminder - rates are due 20 November. Did you know 
you can pay your rates online? Head over to our website and 
select ‘rates’ under the services tab for all the details.

RATES REMINDER

Need a building consent or liquor licence before  
Christmas? Get your application in now to avoid  
missing out. As a guide, for these to be  
processed before the holiday period get  
applications in before the dates below:

PLANNING AND BUILDING
Building Consents

The cut-off date for building consents to be processed before 
Christmas is Friday 22 November 2019.

Land Information Memorandum (LIM)

The cut-off dates for LIMs to be processed before Christmas are  
Friday 6 December for standard LIMs, and Friday 13 December for  
urgent LIMs.

Building Files
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FOOD AND ALCOHOL LICENCES
Food and/or Alcohol Business

Opening a food and/or alcohol business before Christmas - 
applications already closed.

Special Alcohol Licences

Special Alcohol Licence for a December event - applications  
already closed.

Special Alcohol Licence for a January event  
- applications close Friday 15 November.


