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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the tragic events
on Whakaari/White Island last week. My thoughts
are with all those affected including friends and
family overseas.
It has been a busy year for Masterton District Council.
Over the weekend just gone we celebrated significant
investments in the lido pool and the cricket
grandstand at Queen Elizabeth Park. Both these
assets have great significance in our community and
I’m proud to see refurbishments completed.
Of course, this year we’ve also been through an
election and are well and truly into the core Council
business for a new triennium. Top of mind is, of
course, a decision on Masterton’s Town Hall.
The Council will make a decision on this early next
year. It’s one of the biggest decisions we will make

so it’s important we gather as much information
as possible.
That’s why we’re spending the summer getting out
and asking our community whether they are willing
to pay for a facility, the importance of the façade
and, if we do invest, what should be included in a
shared multi-purpose facility.
Also on the agenda is the rollout of water meters,
how we manage Henley Lake and reviewing speed
limits across our district’s roads.
Just like 2019, next year is shaping up to be a busy
one with lots of great projects and infrastructure
renewals on the horizon.
I urge you all to enjoy some rest and relaxation over
the holiday period. Look after yourselves, look after
each other and we’ll see you in the New Year.

PARTNERSHIP DELIVERS COMMUNITY ASSET
The unveiling of two new beautiful pou in a
new park area on Cameron Crescent, was the
culmination of a Council partnership with the
Eastside Community Group.
The Eastside Community Group has also
supported young people from the community
to refurbish the Council land that had remained
unused for years.
In the latest addition the Council sourced two
old power poles for carvers at Te Pātukituki

-- Wayne Pitau, Francis McNally-Te Maari,
and Trevor Simmonds -- to transform. It was
tough work, with multiple chisels broken on
the hard Australian Jarrah wood. The results
however, are spectacular.
The park, which backs on to the Colombo
Road netball courts, is designed to become
a place of quiet reflection. The 7am
ceremony brought out a good crowd from the
community to celebrate the unveiling.

SHARED COMMUNITY SPACES
Bringing Masterton Together
The biggest decision facing this Council is the subject of one of the most
significant engagement and consultation processes Council has undertaken.

y Council staff will be out and about at community events over the
summer holidays

Yes – we’re talking about the future of the old Town Hall, closed in 2016 after
it was found to be earthquake prone.

y We’ll also be engaging with children at some of the school holiday
programmes to get views from future ratepayers.

There have been two previous consultations about the buildings, but now
we’re wanting to know some pretty specific details, like how much people
value the façade of the building, and how much they would be willing to pay
for a multi-purpose civic centre.

All of the information gathered over the next couple of months will help
inform the Council’s understanding of a preferred option, which we will
formally consult on early next year.

We want to be sure that we get the views of current ratepayers and even
possible future ratepayers before making a decision that could have an
impact on rates for many years to come.
There are plenty of ways to have your say:
y An online survey is live on: mastertown.nz
y A ‘Have your say hub’ is now part of the Queen Street council office -come in for a chat and make your feelings known
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Earlier in 2019 the Council refined seven options for what to do with the
current building down to three: each option has a different price tag. To
demolish it will cost about $2 million and to build a new civic centre will cost
between $15.5m to $16.5m. To retain the 1950s façade and build a facility
connected to it will cost between $15m and $16m.
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HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS

POOL OPENS WITH A SPLASH
Mayor Lyn Patterson was delighted to make a
splash at the official opening of the revamped
Lido pool at the Trust House Recreation Centre
on Saturday – and she got a lot of help from others
taking a dip as part of a free swimming day.
Masterton District Council has installed a PVC liner
to eliminate leakage from cracks in the concrete
pool, as well as upgrading the system to capture
water lost through the overflow channels along the
side of the pool.
The work also included replacing all the piping for
the Lido pool, a process that enables it to be filled

and maintained independently from the
diving pool.
It was a busy Saturday for the Mayor who
later in the day opened the refurbished
histoirc cricket grandstand in Queen
Elizabeth Park. Work on the grandstand
seating and long room is now complete,
with new changing rooms and amenities to
be completed by mid-January.
After the opening, a free outdoor screening
of classic Christmas movie Home Alone
attracted hundreds.

MASTERTON DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICE
CLOSED FROM 12 noon Tuesday 24 December 2019
RE-OPENS 8am Monday 6 January 2020
Our after-hours call centre will remain open for items
needing urgent attention - 06 378 7752.

MASTERTON LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES
CLOSED FROM 12 noon Tuesday 24 December 2019
RE-OPENS 10am Monday 6 January 2020

ANIMAL SERVICES AND POUND
CLOSED Weekends (as per usual) and all public holidays.
Pound open for collections by arrangement
(as per usual) on non-statutory weekdays between
24 December and 6 January.

RECREATION CENTRE
CLOSED FROM 6pm Tuesday 24 December 2019
RE-OPENS 8am Thursday 26 December 2019
ALTERED HOURS: 26 December to 5 January, 8am – 6pm
Fitness classes will stop from 22 December and
resume 6 January 2020.
Swim Tangaroa will stop from 22 December and
resume 13 January 2020.

RUBBISH AND RECYCLING COLLECTION
NO COLLECTIONS Christmas Day or New Year’s Day
After these days, collection for rest of the week is
delayed by one day.

MASTERTON TRANSFER STATION

IF IT SCRUNCHES, IT’S NOT RECYCLABLE
Summer is the busiest time of year for recycling with about 94,000 kilograms
recycled from Masterton households every week.
It’s also the busiest time of year for recycling contamination - with things that
can’t be recycled ending up in recycling bins. A friendly reminder that all your
glass should go in your green or maroon recycling bins. Only plastic, paper,
cardboard, tins and cans should go into your wheelie bin.
Now…plastics. Unfortunately we still don’t have an option for recycling what
we call ‘soft plastics’ – essentially anything that you can scrunch in your hand.
That includes cling film, plastic packaging and rubbish bags. While you can still
put these in your recycling bin (because we hope a market will open up) we are
sorting this at the transfer station and it ultimately ends up in landfill.

WATER CONSERVATION
Garden sprinkling is now limited to alternate days for Masterton residents as Masterton District
Council responds to reduced flows in the Waingawa River. The restriction was triggered when
the river, the source of Masterton’s drinking water, fell below 2,000 litres per second.
At present, handheld hoses may continue to be used on all days. The restriction on sprinkler
use will remain in place until the end of summer, with a complete sprinkler ban possible if river
flow rates fall below 1,300 l/s. All watering would be prohibited if flows fall below 1,100 l/s.
Under the current sprinkler restriction, houses with even numbers can use sprinklers on even
days of the month, with odd days for odd numbers.
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CLOSED Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
ALTERED HOURS: Thursday 26 December, 10am-4pm
Thursday 2 January, 10am-4pm

CASTLEPOINT TRANSFER STATION
CLOSED Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
ALTERED HOURS: Wednesdays 9am – 12 noon
Sundays
11am – 3pm

RIVERSDALE TRANSFER STATION
CLOSED: Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
ALTERED HOURS: Wednesdays 1.30pm-4.30pm
Sundays during December, January
and February 1.30pm-7.30pm

