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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
The council has looked hard at its budgets for 202021 and recognised it will incur extra costs and have
lower revenue as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
We also recognise we need to respond to the
hardship in our community caused by COVID-19.
The end result is we have been able to reduce
the expected rates increase from 6 percent to 2
percent. The final figure will be confirmed at the
council’s meeting on 24 June.
We aimed to strike a balance that enables us to
carry out work that will have a positive impact on
economic recovery while limiting the financial
impact on ratepayers.

And we made progress on planning for what
will happen to Masterton’s Town Hall and
Municipal Building. Councillors agreed that
a multi-purpose facility, incorporating a
Town Hall, would be built. Staff will now start
working on commissioning designs and
costings for such a facility.
Elsewhere, the council’s planned
installation of water meters is progressing
well, despite the lockdown, and there are
now around a quarter of the required 9,000
water meters in place.

During our annual plan deliberations we decided
to progress the Henley Lake water take consent
renewal, but conceded that we will be unlikely to be
allowed to take water for the Lake during low flow
conditions in the Ruamahanga River. This reduced
the expected cost of gaining the consent to $80,000.

Dog owners should already have
received reminder notices about dog
registration fees. Last year more than 800
registrations incurred penalty fees for late
payment. We don’t want people paying
extra and council staff will be working hard
to reduce that number.

We also decided to include a $1.35 million revamp
of the skatepark in Masterton. We believe this will
create a feature that will help bring visitors to the
town and are expecting at least half the funding for
this to be raised externally.

Restrictions are continuing to be reduced
as we move into the recovery phase of the
COVID-19 response and I want to
encourage everyone who is able to buy
local and support our local businesses.

PROPOSED RATES INCREASE REDUCED TO 2 PER CENT
An average rates rise of 2 per cent will go to the 24
June council meeting for approval after annual plan
deliberations by councillors led to changes to the
budget prepared before the arrival of COVID-19.
The council gave consideration to the more than 300
submissions and feedback made to its consultation
document. Council staff conducted a line-byline review of the proposed annual plan resulting
in $977,920 of potential savings, largely through
deferring non-essential work and making use of
unspent funds from the current financial year.
An extra $112,857 was added to the budgets for
COVID-19 response measures including free
parking until 31 August, not increasing rents on
council-owned properties and providing rent relief
to community groups, sports clubs & businesses
renting from the council.
The decision by thecouncil not to seek a consent to
take water for Henley Lake when the Ruamahanga
River is below minimum flow levels removed
$350,000 in expenditure from rates.
The council will instead, spend $50,000 on seeking
a consent to take water above minimum flow levels.
A further $30,000 will be spent on automating
the inflow control system which will optimise the

We are Local Government
WWW.MSTN.GOVT.NZ

allowable intake from the river.
The council will use a $620,000 draw from reserve
funds to reduce the average rates increase from 4
per cent to 2 per cent.
Utilising reserves to lower the rating impact is not
often applied by the Council and reflects the unusual
circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic
and the difficult financial times it has caused for
many people in Masterton district.
The resulting average 2 percent rates increase
will vary between properties, with variations also
between urban, rural and coastal properties.
The council also decided that a multi-use civic
centre, including a town hall, was needed and design
options should be progressed immediately. No
demolition or other work will be undertaken until
design options are prepared.
A revamped skatepark in Masterton estimated to
cost $1.35 million got the go ahead, with half of that
money expected to come from external funding
sources. Council’s share will come from reserves
contributions and loan funding.
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PIPIRI 2020
WHAT’S ON

REGISTER FIDO AND WIN!

Wednesday 10 June - 2pm
Infrastructure and Services Committee meeting
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton

Registration notices have now gone to all 3,500
registered dog owners in Masterton district, and
they’re in to win if they register their dogs early.
All registrations received before 30 June will go into
the draw to win one of six prize packs of dog and
human goodies.

Tuesday 16 June - 1.30pm
Wairarapa COVID-19 Recovery Joint Committee
(Extraordinary Meeting)
Waihinga Centre, Texas Street, Martinborough
Wednesday 17 June - 10am
Council Meeting – Speed Limit Review Deliberations
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton

In addition all registrations received by the deadline
go into a draw to win a refund of their registration fee.
Masterton District Council is committed to reducing
to a minimum the number of owners who haven’t paid
by the deadline and receive a late payment fee.

Wednesday 24 June - 3pm
Council Meeting
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton
Depending on the COVID-19 restriction level, public
may be welcome to attend these meetings or they
may be livestreamed. For the latest information
please see the website: www.mstn.govt.nz

There are a range of payment options available,
including online and weekly payments.
Call the Animal Services team on 06 370 6300 for
information or email: animalservices@mstn.govt.nz

DIYers URGED TO CHECK BEFORE STARTING WORK
The Government’s announcement of exemptions to work requiring a building consent is
good news for those keen on do-it-yourself projects, but care is still required to ensure
building and planning rules are followed.
From August, single-storey detached buildings up to 30 square metres — such as sleepouts, sheds and greenhouses, carports, awnings and water storage bladders — will no
longer require a council-approved building consents.
But despite the change in the rules, any building work must still comply with the Building
Code and siting of structures must follow the Wairarapa Combined District Plan, or it will
require a resource consent. Some work, despite not needing a building consent, may still
require the involvement of a Licensed Building Practitioner or a professional engineer.
The council is advising anyone planning work to talk to staff before they begin their
projects to avoid any problems, and avoidable cost.
The advice will be free.
Call the council on 06 370 6300 or call into the Queen St office between 11am and 2pm.

OPT

MAKEOVER FOR CASTLEPOINT TOILETS
Castlepoint beachgoers will have fresh toilet
facilities next summer with a rebuild of the toilet
block near the lagoon kicking off last week.
The work, costing around $300,000, is
being partly funded through the Tourism
Infrastructure Fund and progressed in
partnership with the Castlepoint Ratepayers
Association. Masterton District Council’s
Community Facilities and Activities Manager
Andrea Jackson said it was a great milestone to
mark the start of construction last week.
“The project is expected to take about three
months, so the new toilet block will be ready for
use next summer.”

The refurbishment includes building an extension to
create two accessible toilets in unisex family rooms,
new building cladding, upgraded waste and stormwater
control, reconfiguring the layout to provide six unisex
cubicles, and external covered space with a “foot
shower zone” and three external hand basins.
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“This work will increase available toilets to meet high
demand during peak season,” Andrea said.
“In addition, the great design work will see the
building fit in seamlessly with the landscape of one
of New Zealand’s most iconic beaches.”
While construction work is underway, people are
asked to use the public toilets at the western end of
Jetty Road, about 850 metres away.
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