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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Masterton District Council has completed its plan
for the financial year ahead – which began on 1 July
– setting out our priorities and where we’ll spend
money collected through rates.
It was a challenging process this year as we needed
to understand and consider the possible impact
of COVID-19 on our community and adjust the plan
to ensure we support our district’s economic and
social recovery.
The final average rates increase is 2 per cent, down
from the average 6 per cent we were initially planning
before COVID-19.
We have reduced spending by almost a million
dollars by delaying planned work, carrying forward
funding from the last financial year, and using money
set aside in reserves to reduce the rates increase.
Though the effect of this is a reduction in rates
for 2020-21, the delayed work will still have to be
completed and funded from rates in the future.
The council is continuing to work with the Carterton
and South Wairarapa District Councils on a postCOVID recovery plan, in addition to actions specific
to Masterton District Council. The council is
also committed to progressing key projects that
will provide local economic stimulus and make
Masterton a better place to live. These projects
include the town centre revamp, a multi-purpose
civic centre facility, managing the future of Henley
Lake, and a new skatepark.

I’m delighted we will soon be going out to tender for
work on the lower part of Queen Street, Jackson to
Perry Streets, with work to take place in 2021. You
can read more about this on the following page.
We’ve also decided that Masterton needs a
multi-purpose civic centre facility and have
budgeted $250,000 over the coming year to
pay for initial planning and design work. We are
also investigating options for use of the current
buildings on the existing town hall site.
For Henley Lake, the council will seek a new
consent to take water from the Ruamāhunga
River, but only when the river is at healthy levels
– that will save ratepayers money and be good for
the health of the river. The council will also invest
$30,000 in an automated system to manage the
water take to improve efficiency.
The proposal to invest in a new skatepark for
Masterton received strong support from the
community, with the full revamp estimated to
cost $1.35 million. We’re budgeting to pay half of
this in the current financial year. We’ll also seek
funding from other agencies and organisations to
complete the project.
Looking at work already completed, or close to
completion, it is great to see the library learning
centre open for business, work around QE Park Lake
near completion, installation of urban water meters
progressing, and work on a new flying fox for Queen
Elizabeth Park also progressing this week.

PLANNING OUR YEAR AHEAD
At the end of June the council adopted its plan for the year ahead – setting out our key priorities and
where we’ll be investing funds collected through rates.
We’ve kept rates increases low with the impact of COVID-19 in mind; initially, before the COVID-19 lockdown,
we were thinking we would need to increase rates by an average of 6 per cent to cover our costs and fund
key projects. We reassessed that estimate with our priority to keep money in peoples’ pockets as much
as possible. As a result, the average rates increase is 2 per cent across Masterton properties.
The increase will enable us to continue to deliver services for our community, like road construction and
maintenance, water supply and wastewater treatment, rubbish and recycling and looking after our great
public assets like Queen Elizabeth Park and Henley Lake.
In addition, we’re investing in key projects that will help make Masterton a better place to live, work and play:
y We’ve decided Masterton needs a multi-purpose civic centre so we’re going to explore what that might
include and look like. At the same time we’ll also explore options for using the current buildings on the
old Town Hall site.
y We’re committed to rejuvenating our town centre so people want to spend more time there and, as
a result, encourages businesses to set up. We’re progressing construction of the redevelopment of
lower Queen Street (between Jackson Street and Bannister/Perry Streets).
y We’re building a new skatepark for Masterton that will bring people from all over the Wellington region,
and perhaps further afar.
y We’re investing in a new Animal Shelter so pets that lose their way have a safe place to spend the time
while we reunite them with their owners.

These are just some of the key projects we’ll progress this year, but there’s
plenty more going on. Keep an eye on our website and social media pages
for more updates.
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QUEEN STREET CONSTRUCTION EARMARKED FOR 2021
The revamp of Masterton’s town centre will start
to take shape next year with construction on
Queen Street set to begin in early-mid 2021.

to 28. Masterton Mayor Lyn Patterson
acknowledged this had raised concerns
from members of the community.

Redevelopment of the block between Jackson and
Perry/Bannister Streets has progressed to the
next step and the council is now getting ready to
find a contractor to carry out the work. The work
includes widening and reconstructing footpaths,
creating spaces for people to sit and relax and
beautification with additional planted areas.

“We know that parking is something that
we need to consider carefully,” Lyn said.

The work does include removing carparks,
from the 41 that are there currently, down

“The designs that council has approved
have been shared with businesses along
that block and while some would like to see
us go further and pedestrianise the whole
area, a number do appreciate that some
customers like to park outside the shop
they want to visit.

“Changes like this aren’t easy and it does require
some change in behaviour. The idea is that
our town centre becomes a place that people
want to spend more time in – presenting a good
opportunity for our local businesses.
“Council is also committed to ensuring that if parking
is removed, there is still adequate supply nearby.”
The council is also progressing a parking
masterplan that will highlight areas where
parking may be increased. More information on
the town centre project can be found at:
www.mastertontown.nz

CLEANING UP OUR SMOGGY SKIES
The air quality in Masterton during winter needs some improvement;
every winter we exceed guidelines for the amount, and size, of particles in
the air. The biggest culprit to this smog is wood burners as the main home
heating source, especially how we burn wood in these burners.

The data is being used to get a better sense of any particular hot spots and will
help shape efforts to improve air quality in future years. You can take a look
at these animations by visiting the “Air Quality” page on the Masterton District
Council website.

In June, we exceeded World Health Organisation guideline limits on 10 days.

In the meantime, if you have a woodburner at home don’t forget the three top tips:

This winter NIWA has set up world-leading technology that gives us better
insights into Masterton’s air quality; the sensors capture data which is
then created into animations displaying air quality.

y Make sure wood is dry, and untreated.
y Ensure your fire burns bright and hot so it doesn’t produce smoke.
y Don’t shut the fire damper (air vent) down overnight.

MASTERTON AIR QUALITY IN JUNE
High pollution (exceeded WHO guideline):

10 days

Moderate pollution:

14 days

Low pollution:

5 days

Very low pollution:

2 days

Note: measurements are based on
fine particle air pollution (PM2.5) of
which WHO allows three days a year
exceeding the guideline limit. For more
information visit www.mstn.govt.nz

CONSULTATION: PROPOSED CLOSURE OF
THE OPAKI WATER RACE
Masterton District Council is proposing to
close the Opaki Water Race, which supplies 54
properties north of Masterton.
The water race was established in the early 20th
century as a stock water supply for farms north of
Masterton. It takes water from the Ruamāhunga
River and transports it to properties via an open,
unlined channel. It’s untreated and is only suitable
for stock drinking water.
The water take is subject to a resource consent
granted by the Greater Wellington Regional
Council. This consent has expired, and the
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renewal process has begun. However, it’s unlikely to
be straightforward and could be costly.
After weighing up different options, the council is
proposing to close the water race but needs to hear
from users and other interested members of the
community before making the final decision.
The consultation is open until 31 July. You can
have your say via the council website or by picking
up information from the council office at
161 Queen Street.

