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RECREATION TRAILS SET TO GROW

FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER, 6-7:30PM AND SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER, 4-6PM

SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER, 4PM, DIXON STREET

Masterton’s  
Magical Christmas Parade

CHRISTMAS FUN ON THE WAY!
Christmas is coming to the Queen Elizabeth Park island in a big way  
this weekend.

Friday night, from 6-7:30pm, sees a relaxed family event on the island 
in the Lake of Remembrance, with Christmas carols and a range of free 
activities for the whole family to enjoy.

On Saturday, the action kicks off with the Christmas Parade along Dixon 
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Wairarapa Flying Tigers, based at Hood. The parade will lead directly to 
a mega celebration from 4-6pm back at the island.

There’ll be a range of free entertainment and activities, including 
cookie decorating, face painting, Santa’s grotto, and a bouncy castle. 
The mimiature train will be providing rides for a dollar.

A foodcourt close to the island will feature a variety of food trucks, 
sideshow stalls, and community information.

Masterton’s fabulous network of recreation trails is getting 
expanded this summer, including the likely start of a new bridge 
for walkers and cyclists across the Waipoua River.

First up, before Christmas, work is expected to be completed on an 
extension by more than 700m of the trail on the south side of the 
Waipoua, from the Colombo Road bridge to Wairua, formerly known 
as the River Road Reserve, at the end of River Road (pictured).

Moving upstream, the council has approved refurbishment of 
the Queen Elizabeth swingbridge, after it was closed to mobility 
scooters earlier in the year. The tender for the work has been 
awarded to Riverside Construction. It is now hoped to have the 
work carried out around February 2021, after which it will be again 
open to mobility scooters.

And that’s far from the end of trail improvements.

In an exciting addition, a new walking and cycle bridge across the 
Waipoua River is planned to provide easy access to Oxford Street 
Reserve from the trail on the south side of the river.

Masterton District Council approved construction of the bridge, 
just downstream from Railway Crescent. The work is currently out 
for tender, with the council hoping to have the bridge completed 
towards the end of next year.

An average of 1,500 visitors a month use the Akura Road trail on 
the south side of the river. Masterton Mayor Lyn Patterson said the 
new bridge would be a great addition to the existing trail network 
around Masterton.

“Our network of recreational trails is a fantastic asset and used by 
a large number of locals and visitors.

“The new bridge will enable walkers and bikers to cross the river 
and enjoy the Oxford Street Reserve.”

An extension of the trail on the north side of the river from the 
Colin Pugh Sports Bowl up to the Oxford Street Reserve is planned 
for 2021-22.
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centre revamp, on Queen Street between 
Perry and Jackson Streets, will now take 
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out in the Town Centre Strategy, available 
on the council website.

BROADER FOCUS FOR TOWN CENTRE REVAMP
Heading into 2021 we will be:

 �ydesigning the second stage of the Queen Street 
rejuvenation (from Perry Street to Park Street)

 �yupgrading the northern entrance to Masterton, 
and around the Kuripuni roundabout

 �ydesigning a river precinct around the  
Waipoua river

 �ycollaborating with property owners on a 
rejuvenation of Charlie’s Lane.

To make projects attractive to tenderers, the 
council will aim to package up work across 
different council departments, rather than going 
out for tenders on a project-by-project basis. 


