JANUARY 2021
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,
We may be nearing the end of January (already!),
but I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone
in Masterton district, and the wider Wairarapa, a
belated Happy New Year.
There’s no doubt we are all hoping for a better year
than what we all faced in 2020, and some of the
council’s plans for the year are set out below.
You can expect to see progress on a range of projects
this year – including our new skate park, new animal
shelter, town centre revamp, work at Hood Aerodrome,
and plans for civic facilities and amenities. And in April
we will be consulting on our long-term plan which will
set out the council’s priorities for the next 10 years.
We talked to the community late last year about what
we should focus on in our draft long-term plan, and
we will be seeking community feedback on the final
draft before it is finalised in June.
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Antenno is a free app that will deliver instant
messages to your smart phone about things
like water restrictions, changes to rubbish and
recycling collections, and road closures. It is linked
to your location, so you won’t get information that
is not relevant to you.
I recommend you get the app – you don’t need to
provide us with personal information, and it’s free,
and painless.
Finally, just a reminder that Waitangi Day is just
around the corner on 6 February, and that means
WaiFest is back, with a great line-up of music and
fun for the family at Queen Elizabeth Park.
I look forward to seeing you there!
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The council has also signed up to a great way
of providing important updates directly to
people’s phones.

THE YEAR AHEAD
This year will be a busy one for Masterton District Council as we
embark on infrastructure projects that will change the face of our
town. We will also develop a new plan to underpin our work over the
next ten years.
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Here are just some of the things on the calendar for 2021:

1

y Finalising our plan for the next decade – the Long-Term Plan will
be adopted in June and includes where we are planning to spend
money, and how much. We’ll be asking you for feedback on our
plans in April, before we finalise things in May and June.
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y Revamping our town – three years ago we adopted a strategy to
give Masterton a revamp. We’ve spent time designing what that
looks like. This year we’re going to get contractors on board to
help us deliver the work over the long-term.
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y Shared community facility – we’ve made great progress on
refining the elements to be part of a shared, multi-purpose facility
for Masterton. Our progress will continue this year as we confirm
details for a preferred location and start to plan the development.
y Hood Aerodrome – while important work to upgrade
infrastructure is underway, we’re turning our attention to
planning the long-term future of Hood Aerodrome.
y Skatepark – we’re creating a space where our rangatahi can come
together to build their own community. The redevelopment of the
skatepark will start to take shape in the first half of this year.
y Waipoua recreation bridge – this year we’re going to build a
bridge across the Waipoua River at the north end of Masterton to
connect our amazing recreation trails.
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y Animal shelter – we’re going to build a new shelter for animals that
have lost their way. We’re hoping to start construction midway
through the year.
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GET ESSENTIAL UPDATES DIRECT TO YOUR PHONE
Instant access to essential updates is now available for
Masterton District residents, straight to their phones, with
the Antenno app.
The free app is the latest example of the council finding new
ways to share information with residents. The Antenno app
has been proven around the country as a valuable tool for
local councils.
To use Antenno, people simply select where they live or work,
or other locations like schools or the bach location. Once
that’s done, notifications will start to come through such as
reminders of recycling and rubbish collections, current water
restrictions, and events coming up in the district.

As time goes on, more alerts will be added to the app, such
as planned road closures or water shutdowns. It will also
be a valuable tool in emergencies where we may need to
update people on disruptions to services.

STAY IN
THE KNOW

The app is free, easy to use and secure – there is no need
for users to share any personal information. People can
expect a maximum of three notifications a week.
The app also enables people to report issues to the
council, by taking a photo of the issue and using a
“Report It” function.
The app can be found on the Google Play store for
Android users, or the App Store for iPhone users.

COUNTING DOWN TO WAIFEST
Masterton’s biggest music festival returns on Waitangi Day (Saturday, 6
February), with a fantastic day of free family fun at Queen Elizabeth Park.
The musical lineup for the day is topped by artists with some big national
profiles, and a strong track record in the Waiata Māori Music Awards.
Headliner Lion Rezz, a talented solo artist, as well as a member of the
groundbreaking musical movement, Runtingz Family, was a finalist in the
solo male artist and roots reggae album categories last year.
He’s joined on the bill by reggae producer and singer/songwriter
Israel Starr, also a finalist in the solo male artist category. And Sianne
Dougherty, who will perform as Sianne and Friends, picked up a share of
the award for best te reo album as vocalist with Grove Roots. The group
was also nominated for four other awards.
Also performing will be Majic Paora, who has been a roots reggae star
for years, and recorded in Bob Marley’s Tuff Gong studio in Jamaica as a
16-year-old, going on to perform in Australia and the United States.
WaiFest runs from 10am-3pm and will also feature a host of local talent,
food stalls, and activities for the kids.
There’s still time to host a stand – contact: willyh@mstn.govt.nz

LATE START TO WATER RESTRICTIONS
The latest start to summer
water restrictions in Masterton
for years means sprinklers may
now only be used on alternate
days. The start of the restriction
on 7 January was almost six
weeks later than last summer’s
first restriction.
Restrictions are linked to flow
levels in the Waingawa River,
the source of Masterton’s
drinking water, and the river flow
fell below 2,000 litres per second
in the first week of the year.
The restriction on sprinkler use
will remain in place until the
end of summer, with a complete
sprinkler ban possible if river
flow rates fall below 1,300 l/s.
Handheld hoses can be used
during sprinkler restrictions, but
all watering would be prohibited
if flows fall below 1,100 l/s.
Water restrictions in summer are
a fact of life, but a wet spring and
regular, if small amounts, of rain

in December kept flows above
the limit agreed with Greater
Wellington Regional Council.
November’s 186.8mm of rainfall
was more than four times 2019’s
total, and nearly three times the
historical average of 63.8mm.
In comparison, while December
may have seemed soggy, only
38.4mm rain fell, below the
historical average of 50mm.
The council spends around
$40,000 each year on leak
detection, and the current
installation of water meters will
provide better information on
what is happening to water. Last
year the council renewed 3.9km
of water mains.
Now is a good time to take steps
to collect rainwater for the
garden, with 200 litre water
tanks, suitable for garden
watering, available from the
council office at 161 Queen Street.

WHAT’S ON
Wednesday 20 January Wairarapa Policy Working Group Meeting
10:30am - 12:30pm 	To deliberate on the proposed Wairarapa Solid Waste
Management and Minimisation Bylaw 2021
Carterton Events Centre, 50 Holloway St, Carterton
Monday 25 January

Wellington Anniversary Public Holiday

Wednesday 3 February Infrastructure and Services Committee
2pm 	Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Rd, Masterton
Saturday 6 February
10am-3pm
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