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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,

This time next month our consultation document for
the Long Term Plan will be out for public consideration.
It sets out what is planned for the next 10 years.
The big decisions we want the community’s views on
are our new civic facility, the Masterton revamp, and
a plan to build 25 new pensioner housing units at our
Panama Village.
Let’s talk about the civic facility. We decided last
year to build a civic facility incorporating the library,
archive, theatre, events and conference space, as
well as council customer services and meeting rooms.
It will be a facility that is used by everyone in the
community, today and well into the future.
I know there has been a lot of speculation about the
possible location of the facility and I want to be very
clear - there is no secret backroom deal being done!
The reality is we can’t announce the site until we have
completed the process to obtain it. It is not the only
potential site we have identified and to talk about it too
early could jeopardise the interests of ratepayers – we
might not end up getting a preferred location.

A public discussion of the site could have a negative
impact on the current owner if the deal does not
go through.
As soon as we have secured a preferred site, we will be
very public about it, including the cost to ratepayers, and
then we can discuss the different options for the current
Municipal Building (including the old town hall) and the site.
This would include all options – nothing is off the table.
But a decision cannot be made until the site of the civic
facility is finalised.
Consultation on the Long Term Plan starts in April and
myself and Councillors will be out and about to listen to
your views and get your feedback.
Finally, I am delighted with the Council’s achievement of
a strong BBB rating in its second CouncilMark rating.
CouncilMark is a voluntary process run by Local
Government New Zealand, involving an independent
assessment of all parts of our performance. Our new
rating reflects a significant lift from the 2017 BB rating.
As the Independent Assessment Board says, it is good
news for ratepayers.

GET INVOLVED IN THE REVAMP!
We’re looking for a passionate group of locals to help us revamp the centre
of Masterton and the welcome we give to people arriving by road.
Many of the planned developments are set out in the Town Centre Strategy
adopted in 2018, and together they are the biggest changes the town has
seen for a generation.
Over the next 10 years we are planning to complete key parts of our vision to
make Masterton a modern town – that includes revamping three sections of
Queen Street, Charlie’s Lane, and bringing more green space into Park and
Bruce Streets. We also want to develop Dixon Street and create a Waipoua
River precinct. We need to make sure that what we do will make Masterton a
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place our tamariki and mokopuna are proud of.
We expect the Masterton Revamp Community Reference Group will have
8-10 members, reflecting a broad range of interests and perspectives, and
ensuring the different needs of our diverse community are well represented.
To register go to: www.mastertontown.nz
Registrations close at 4pm, Monday 15 March.

INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT LIFTS
COUNCIL RATING
An independent assessment of Masterton District Council has
highlighted significant improvement since it was first assessed as
competent in 2017.
The Local Government NZ CouncilMark assessment is a voluntary
process, with the Council’s assessment now a “strong” BBB, up from a BB.
The Council was assessed in four priority areas:
y Governance, Leadership and Strategy - Competent (2017
assessment Competent)
y Financial decision making and transparency - Better than competent
(2017 Competent)
y Service delivery and asset management - Performing well
(2017 Competent)
y Communicating and engaging with the public and business Performing well (2017 Competent)
This shows a two-step lift in communication and engagement, and
service delivery and asset management, and a one-step improvement in
financial decision-making and transparency.
The chair of CouncilMark’s Independent Assessment Board, Toby
Stevenson, said ratepayers should be pleased with the results.
“It’s one thing to say, ‘we want to improve,’ and another to set out and
actually do it. It’s not easy, but Masterton District Council and their new
chief executive have driven real improvement, particularly in the areas
of asset management, service delivery and their communication with
the community.”
The report on the council is available on the
CouncilMark website: councilmark.co.nz
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FIRST IMAGES OF HOW CIVIC FACILITY MIGHT LOOK
Images showing how Masterton’s new civic
facility could be used by the community
are now available and will be included in the
council’s draft Long-Term Plan (LTP), which
goes out for public consultation in April.
The images are not designs – we haven’t reached
that stage – but show how a multi-purpose
facility might be used by the broad range of
people that make up Masterton’s community.
All councils must produce a Long-Term Plan
every three years, looking ahead to work
planned in the next 10 years.
Along with the civic facility, other major
projects included in the draft LTP are a
proposal to build 25 pensioner housing units
at the Council’s Panama Village site, and a 10year plan to revamp Masterton, that includes
Queen Street, the ‘welcomes’ to the town, and
development of a Waipoua River precinct.
The artist’s impressions of the civic facility,
which will include the library and archive,
incorporate plans to have the building
showcase the culture and history of the
district, in a space that can be used by
everyone in the community.
As the consultation document will set out, by
including the library and archive it is planned to
create one central community place that will
bring together Masterton’s history, with cultural,
recreational and learning opportunities.

It is not possible to talk about the site of the
civic facility yet because discussions are
commercially sensitive – but the estimated
cost of the project is $30.8 million.
The question for the community in the LongTerm Plan consultation will be about how
much external funding the council should
arrange before beginning the project.
The Masterton revamp project is estimated to
cost $35.4 million over the 10 years of the plan.
The question in the consultation document is
whether to go ahead with the full programme
of work or reduce the scale of the project.
The pensioner housing proposal would see
25 units (15 one-bedroom units and 10 twobedroom units) built on vacant land on the
Panama Village site, at an estimated cost of
$7.5 million.
The proposals in the LTP would amount to an
average increase in urban residential rates of
5.3 per cent each year for the next 10 years.
The impact on rates of each major project is:
y Civic facility - $101 per year by 2025/26
y Masterton revamp - $214 per year by 2030/31
y Pensioner housing - $11 per year from 2023
Look out for the consultation on the draft
LTP which will run throughout April, with
hearings in May followed by deliberations by
the Council.

GRAZING LEASES FOR TENDER
The Masterton District Council is inviting tenders
for grazing of the following parcels of land:
y Pakaraka / Tocker Block, 73.7 Hectares, 236 Lees
Pakaraka Road, Masterton.
y Homebush Farm Block, 64.6 Hectares, 379 Te
Whiti Road, Masterton.
A three-year grazing lease, with one right of
renewal, is offered for these two blocks. Copies of
the lease agreement are available on request.
Tenders must be received by 4pm Monday
15 March 2021.
Email to mdc@mstn.govt.nz, deliver to 161 Queen
Street, Masterton or post, Masterton District
Council, PO Box 444, Masterton 5840.
Enquiries should be directed to Chris Morris,
Wairarapa Property Consultants, on 0274 956 127
Note that the Council is not bound to accept the
highest or any tender.
David Hopman - Manager Assets and Operations

ROAD CLOSURE FOR
CASTLEPOINT RACES
Pursuant to Section 342(1)(b) and the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, the
following road will be closed to ordinary vehicular
traffic for the purpose of permitting the Castlepoint
Racing Club to hold their Annual Race Meeting.
Road to be closed to Ordinary Vehicular Traffic Jetty Road, from the camping ground to Guthrie
Crescent, including the marked parking spaces
along Jetty Road.
Period of Closure - Saturday 13 March 2021 from
7am to 6pm.
It will be an offence under the above Act for any
person otherwise than under authority of an
authorised permit to use the road for ordinary
vehicular traffic during the period of closure.
Dated 6 March 2021
Angela Jane - Manager Strategic Planning

WHAT’S ON
Wednesday 17 March
Infrastructure and Services Committee
2pm
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
Wednesday 24 March
Awards and Grants Committee
10am Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
Wednesday 31 March
Council Meeting
3pm	Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
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