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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,
It’s a very busy time for the Council and you will
certainly be seeing things happening in our
community, but I want to first acknowledge the
wonderful gifting of Pukaha Mt Bruce by Rangitane
to Aotearoa.
It was an honour to be part of the ceremony
two weekends ago, and I admit to feeling very
emotional as I think about the generosity of this
gift by Rangitane
The presence of Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, on
hand to receive the gift on behalf of the country,
showed the significance of this event.
As I said at the time, Rangitane will retain strong
links with Pukaha, with the gift not only for the
region and the country, but for the world.
Last week submissions closed on our draft
Long-Term Plan, and I want to thank the more
than 340 people who took the time to have

their say. Remember, the process to consider
the information we have received will be in
public, starting with hearings on 19-20 May,
with the public council meeting to deliberate
on submissions taking place on 2-3 June, and
adoption of the plan taking place on 30 June.
Of course, there is plenty of work being done
outside the Long-Term Plan proposals. Last week
we signed the contract for work on the revamping
of our skatepark and work will start next month.
Hunter Civil will be doing the work, with
$1.3 million funding through the Provincial
Development Unit, and it is scheduled to be ready
for use in summer, inline with funding deadlines.
Work will start soon to demolish our aging
animal shelter to make way for a new facility
on Ngaumutawa Road. Rest assured, animals
needing the shelter will continue to be cared for at
a temporary facility and returned to their owners
without disruption.

Elsewhere, work is progressing well on
installation of new decking on the Queen
Elizabeth Park swingbridge, which will
make it accessible for all users, and work
will start next week on a much-needed
roundabout on Te Ore Ore Road, at the
intersection with Blair and Totara Streets.

TENDER AWARDED FOR SKATEPARK REVAMP

NEW HOME FOR WAIRARAPA ARCHIVE

Hunter Civil Ltd, of Christchurch, has been awarded the tender for the revamp
of the Masterton skatepark, with work scheduled to start shortly after Queen’s
Birthday weekend.

The Wairarapa Archive is now operating from the Library Learning
Centre next to Masterton Library, after a move from offices on the
opposite side Queen Street.

The project, which was allocated $1.3 million through the Government’s Provincial
Development Unit in July last year, will be completed in the New Year, but will be
carried out in two stages, allowing users to continue skating, scootering, and
pedalling throughout construction.

Archive opening hours remain as normal, from 1-5pm, Monday to
Friday, with all usual services available.

Masterton District Council has also confirmed additional work to add a shaded
area, and a pump track – an undulating track susitable for use by younger users.

Archivist Mark Pacey said it was business as usual for the team.

The skatepark is set to become a significant attraction for Masterton, bringing a
broad range of age groups to town. The work will lift the skatepark to international
standard and is likely to attract some big events to Masterton.
Hunter Civil Ltd has considerable experience in skatepark construction and is
currenlty completing a skatepark project on Waiheke Island.
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The Archive operation was moved after the previous premises were
found to be earthquake-prone.
“All the familiar services are available and staff will be providing the
same friendly, professional service. The new reading room includes
the reference library, newspaper microfilm, and public computers.
“And we are very easy to find – right next to the library.”

HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI

HARATUA 2021
NEXT STEPS ON
LONG-TERM PLAN

NEW ROUNDABOUT FOR TE ORE ORE ROAD
Work will start next week on a new roundabout at the
intersection of Te Ore Ore Road with Blair and Totara Streets,
increasing safety in an area of longstanding concern.

More than 340 submissions
were received on the council’s
draft Long-Term Plan 2021-31,
with hearings from submitters
scheduled for 19 and 20 May.

Downer Ltd will carry out the $746,000 job, which attracts a
58 per cent subsidy from Waka Kotahi (the New Zealand
Transport Agency).

After the hearings, the elected
members of the council will
deliberate on submissions on 2-3
June, and make a final decision on
the details of the plan at a meeting
on Wednesday 30 June.

The Council receives regular complaints from the public about
road users’ safety in the area, particularly traffic turning right
from Te Ore Ore Road.
Currently, there are limited opportunities for pedestrians and
cyclists to safely cross the road in the vicinity of the intersection.

Hearings and Council meetings will
be open to the public.

The roundabout is a good solution for the site, and is considered a
safer form of intersection control compared to most other types.

WHAT’S ON

Roundabouts provide smoother traffic flow and fewer
delays for drivers in off-peak periods, and can mean less delay
for pedestrians.

Wednesday 12 May - Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
1pm
Audit and Risk Committee Meeting
3pm
Council Meeting

Included in the project is construction of refuge islands for
pedestrians crossing Te Ore Ore Road.

Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 May - Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
9:30am Long-Term Plan Hearings (20 May only if required)
Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 June - Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
9:30am Long-Term Plan Deliberations (3 June only if required)
Monday 7 June - Queen’s Birthday
Wednesday 9 June - Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
2pm
Infrastructure and Services Committee meeting

FINAL DATE FOR CHEQUE PAYMENTS
Masterton District Council will stop accepting cheques
on 20 May 2021 (the due date for the current instalment
of rates). This follows the decision by banks to phase
out cheques.
We have a variety of other payment options available
at our office at 161 Queen Street, Masterton, including
cash, EFTPOS, and credit card payments. You can also
pay on-line via our website: www.mstn.govt.nz
Our preferred method of payment for rates is by direct
debit, and we offer a range of options:
y weekly or fortnightly (on Wednesdays)
y monthly (on the 20th of the month)
y quarterly (on the last day for payment of the instalment)
y annually (on 20 August each year).
We also accept direct credit and automatic payments.
Our bank account details, and the required reference,
are set out in the box in the top right corner of your
rates assessment notice.
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Traffic management measures will be in place to ensure work is
carried out safely.
The roundabout will take about five months to complete.
While a roundabout is also the Council’s preferred option at the
intersection of Te Ore Ore Road and Opaki Road (SH2), work on a
state highway needs approval by Waka Kotahi.

WORK PROGRESSING ON SWINGBRIDGE
Work is progressing on replacing the deck
of Masterton’s swingbridge across the
Waipoua River.
The bridge is currently closed for the work,
which will allow the bridge to be accessed by
all users, including mobility scooters. These
were stopped from using the bridge, near
Queen Elizabeth Park, in February last year
after timber in the deck was found to be lifting.

The deck of the bridge, first opened in 1939,
is being replaced with a synthetic composite
fibre reinforced plastics product, with a
non-slip surface and minimal maintenance
requirements.
The aim is to complete work as quickly as
possible, and the Council is looking forward
to the swingbridge being accessible once
again for all users.

