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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,
Last week’s Council meeting made some key
decisions for major projects for our community.
You can read below about the approval of the
masterplan for Hood Aerodrome.
The plan was developed after a public
workshop and ongoing engagement with a
range of key stakeholders.
The plan is designed to look 20 years and more
into the future and considers what may be
required in terms of infrastructure and land for
future development.
This is not easy. It doesn’t spell out the
development that will occur, but it aims to
ensure we are leaving options open and not
making decisions now that could prevent us
doing something in the future.
Hood is a key strategic asset, not just for our
District, but for the whole region, and it is

valuable step forward to have this master planning
process completed.
Wednesday’s meeting also established a new
committee of Council to manage development of
the Civic Facility project.
The Civic Facility Development Project Steering
Group was established at the inaugural meeting
of Council in October 2019, and is now a formal
committee of the Council.
That means its meetings will be in public, and last
week’s meeting decided decisions by the committee
will require ratification by the full Council.
That will ensure maximum transparency of
decisions about the project.
This time of year can be tough, weatherwise, but
work is clearly progressing in the community.
Please be aware of increased work on the Te Ore
Ore Road roundabout, and the need for care in
travelling through that area, and over the river we

are making real progress
with the skatepark revamp.
Given the success of skateboarding at the
Olympics, I am sure it will continue to be
very well used – possibly by Olympic stars
of the future!

MASTERPLAN ADOPTED FOR HOOD AERODROME
A bright future for Hood Aerodrome has been mapped out with the approval
of a masterplan by Masterton District Council for the key community asset.
The masterplan was developed in consultation with Hood users and
operators, and the wider community. The plan is available on the Council
website, with hard copies available from the Council’s Queen Street office.
The masterplan looks at potential future development at Hood over the
next 20 years or more, including widening and extending the runway, which
would remove the need for LifeFlight to seek ongoing dispensation to
operate from Hood.
Given the changes to infrastructure (runway dimensions and layouts, and
taxiways), the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has directed the Council to carry
out an aeronautical study to assess risks and how they are managed and
mitigated. This is required by CAA by February next year.
Development of the masterplan was funded through $10 million provided
by the Government as a ‘Shovel ready’ Covid-19 recovery measure, which
provides for a range of infrastructure improvements including the runway
work. The Council is providing $7 million for the project.

Procurement of engineering and survey services for stage one of the
masterplan will now begin. Stage one involves widening of the sealed runway to
improve usability and safety of the runway in crosswind conditions.
Masterton Mayor Lyn Patterson said the adoption of the masterplan was a key
milestone in progressing the ‘shovel-ready’ work.
“Hood is one of the jewels in the crown of the Masterton District, but it needs
considerable work to bring it up to standard as a key asset. The aerodrome plays
a vital part in ensuring the resilience of Wairarapa in the event of an emergency
affecting other transport routes, but it can also be an economic driver. The
masterplan sets out how we can plan for development in a measured way.”
Chair of the Hood Project Governance Group Councillor Bex Johnson said the
masterplan unlocked the potential of Hood.
“I believe we will see businesses coming to the district because of Hood, and
that means jobs and economic growth. Finalising the masterplan is a major
step in making this happen,” she said.
“The plans for Hood will benefit not only Masterton District but the wider
Wairarapa region.”

To keep up-to-date and
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ROUNDABOUT WORK RAMPS UP
TIME TO TAKE THE LEAD

Work on the roundabout on Te Ore Ore Road is ramping up, with
construction of the centre island at the intersection with Blair and
Totara Streets now underway.

It’s time once again for dog-walkers to look out for our feathered
friends, who are starting to nest at Henley Lake.

Traffic management measures are in place, increasing travel times.

As normal at this time of year, dogs must be kept on a lead in the
wetland area of the park, (highlighted in red in the map). Leads are
required in this area from until the end of November.
Council staff will be out and about at Henley Lake, touching base with dog
walkers to make sure they are clear about on-lead areas – but there is still plenty
of room for dogs to roam free in other parts of Henley Lake.
For information on off-lead areas in the Masterton district, search “Where can I
take my dog?” on the council website: www.mstn.govt.nz
And remember, dogs should be on a lead whenever they are on a street footpath.
COLOMBO ROAD

Motorists moving through the area are asked to be patient and
follow temporary speed restrictions. With people working in the
centre of the road, this is essential.
When required, a single lane, for west-bound traffic only, will operate
on Te Ore Ore Road between Colombo Road and Cooper Street,
enabling direct access to Wairarapa Hospital and SH2 for all vehicles.
When the single lane is operating:
y Heavy vehicles heading towards the east coast (including laden
and unladen trucks) should access Te Ore Ore Road via Dixon and
Church Streets, and Colombo Road.
y Light vehicles heading east on Te Ore Ore Road will be diverted via
Cooper Street. This is for light vehicles only.
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y Non-emergency access to the hospital and Blair St will be via
Te Ore Ore Road from the east. Emergency services will receive
priority access to Wairarapa Hospital. During construction work,
the entrance to Totara Street at Te Ore Ore Road will be closed –
Blair Street will remain open.
Masterton District Council appreciates the work will cause a degree
of disruption and thanks the community for its understanding
during this project.

WHAT’S ON
Wednesday 18 August
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
2pm Audit and Risk Committee meeting
Wednesday 25 August
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
2pm	Infrastructure and Services
Committee meeting
Friday 27 August
Daffodil Day
Wednesday 8 September
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Road
2pm	Awards and Grants
Committee meeting
Wednesday 8 September
Representation Review public
submissions open - keep an eye out for
more information.

BURN WELL FOR OUR COMMUNITY
With winter in full swing, July saw 13 days of high
pollution and three days with very high pollution
as a result of smoke from wood burners.

Control the heat in your home by adding
firewood when the fire is low rather than
shutting off the air supply.

Using dry firewood is a good start when it
comes to minimising smoke, but the benefit of
good wood can be undone if a woodburner is
dampened, reducing air flow.

Dry firewood is generally lighter in
weight, and sounds hollow when you tap
pieces together.

Don’t shut the fire damper (air vent) down
overnight. Closing off the air intake produces
very little heat and increases the amount of
smoke produced.

A moisture meter is part of the Home
Health Self-Assessment Kit you can
borrow from Masterton District Library.
Check out the kit on the library website:
www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Masterton’s Air Quality – July
High pollution (exceeded WHO guideline):
Moderate pollution:
Low pollution:
Very low pollution:

16 days
4 days
11 days
0 days

Air quality measurements are based on daily levels of fine particle air pollution
(PM2.5). The World Health Organization (WHO) guideline only allows three high
pollution days per year. For more information visit: www.mstn.govt.nz
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