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It’s been a busy month for some big issues
on the Council agenda, with elected
members finalising feedback to the
Government on the proposed Three Waters
reforms, and submissions closing on our
Representation Review proposal.
The Three Waters reforms would see
management of drinking water, wastewater,
and stormwater transferred from councils
to four entities covering the whole country.
The Government asked for feedback on the
proposal and, as set out below, we have
asked for clarity on 16 issues. One of our key
areas of concern is the lack of information
from the Government on how communities
will be engaged and consulted on the
proposed reforms.
We have not yet been asked to opt in or
out of the reforms, and it is important see

this feedback process through to the end
so that we can see what Government’s final
proposal contains and whether the local
government sector concerns, on behalf of our
communities,have been addressed.
The Representation Review will determine
what the Council looks like at the next local
body election next year, including how many
councillors we will have.
We received 56 submissions on the review
proposal, which was to have eight councillors,
down from the current 10.
We’re also making real progress on a couple of
major infrastructure projects.
The Te Ore Ore Road roundabout should
be completed before November, after the
Covid-19 lockdown forced a stop to work and
weather added to challenges.

Our skatepark revamp was also affected
by the lockdown, but it is now hoped to
have the work completed by Christmas by
closing off the whole park to users.
The work done so far looks fantastic, and
I am sure this project will put Masterton
well and truly on the skateboarding map.

OUR FEEDBACK ON THE THREE WATERS REFORMS
Masterton District Council has provided the following feedback to the
Government on the Three Waters Reform Programme, which would see
water, wastewater and stormwater managed by a single entity covering the
east coast of the North Island and the top of the South Island (Entity C).
y Process and engagement: With the lack of clear information on the

proposed reforms for communities, it is challenging to provide robust
information to our communities and iwi partners. It is therefore difficult
to provide feedback on their concerns and views.
y Community voice: More clarity is required for how councils and

communities would have input and influence into the planning processes
and investment prioritisation of the water services entity (WSE).
y Governance: The governance structure of the proposed entity does not

appear to enable local representation across 22 local authorities and
multiple Iwi/Māori in the proposed Entity C area.
y Mana whenua: It is unclear how the proposed representative

arrangements for Mana Whenua will work in practice across the range of
interests and different scale and focus of iwi and hapū.
y Consumers: We are concerned that there are not robust processes

and opportunities for consumers or communities to raise performance
issues with the entity.

y Financial impacts: There is a lack of clarity on the financial impacts of the

reforms.
y Assets: There remains a lack of clarity about what assets would be

transferred as well as the timing, process and costs for this.
y Rural water issues: Significant further work is required to understand

the impacts on rural water schemes, the price of water, their assets
and capital structures including regulation and when and how water
standards can be practically applied to local schemes.
y Catchment planning: Further clarity is required to understand how

catchment planning practice will apply to the entity and the future
operating model.
y Affordability and funding: What alternative funding or borrowing

models would be available for local government should the reforms not
proceed or for councils that choose to opt out of the reforms process?
y Investment planning: The process and opportunities for input into the

future investment planning and prioritisation of local problems is unclear.
y Local government reforms: The cumulative impacts and alignment

across Three Waters reforms, Resource Management Act (RMA) reforms
and future of local government impact on our ability to plan for the future.
y Entity makeup: The impact on the reforms and the economies of scale

if some councils do not join the reform programme need to be clarified.
y Economic regulator: More clarity is needed on the role of the economic

regulator and how it will operate.
Among changes recommended by the Council to the Government’s
proposal and process are the inclusion of an ombudsman process
to investigate and resolve disputes, providing for a Wairarapa
representative in the Governance structure.
The full wording of the Council’s feedback
is available in a media release on the
Council website.
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HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI

WHIRINGA-Ā-NUKU 2021
REPRESENTATION REVIEW
We received 57 submissions on our
representation review, which will determine how
the Council is made up going into the next local
body elections.
This is a great response, so thank you to those
who took the time to make a submission.
Today (Wednesday), the Council will hear via
Zoom from the submitters who asked to make an
oral submission.
After analysis of all submissions, a report
recommending the final outcome of the
review will be considered by council either on
27 October, or if more time is required, at an
extraordinary meeting.
A final proposal from the review must be
finalised by 10 November, six weeks after the
close of submissions.
The community will then have an
opportunity to lodge appeals and objections,
which would be considered by the Local
Government Commission.
All submissions are available as part of the agenda
for today’s meeting, on the Council’s website.

ROLL ON ROUNDABOUT
Work on the Te Ore Ore Road
roundabout and refuge islands
is scheduled to be completed
by November.
Work had to be stopped in
August as the country went
into COVID-19 Alert Level 4
until 1 September.
The lockdown affected
availability of specialist
equipment for the work, in
particular milling equipment
used to prepare the road
surface before sealing.
Weather also has an impact on
asphalting. It cannot be laid in
wet conditions, and there were
18 days of rain in September.
Refuge islands can only be installed after sealing is complete.
The work must be able to cope with around 4,700 vehicle movements per day, including five
per cent heavy vehicles, and will improve pedestrian and traffic safety. Construction of the
roundabout also makes the intersection with Blair Street viable for any future development of
the vacant land on the corner of Te Ore Ore Road and SH2. The previous road layout severely
limited options for the site.

WHAT’S ON

CHRISTMAS COMING
FOR SKATEBOARDERS

Under the current COVID-19 restrictions
public attendance at meetings is
not permitted but meetings will be
livestreamed. See our Facebook page or
website for details.

As you would expect, COVID-19 has
delayed work down at the park but
Hunter Civil is working hard to make up
for lost time.

Today Wednesday 13 October
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Rd
3pm	Hearing for Representation
Review Submissions

In an effort to have the park up and
running for Christmas we have had to
close the rest of the park.
We’re asking people to respect fences
and stay out of the park.

Monday 25 October
Labour Day
Wednesday 27 October
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Rd
3pm Council meeting

We’ve had a few people jumping the
fence to skate the new section and
that damages the surface, which
costs time and money to repair.
We appreciate everyone’s patience
– please stay off the park until it’s
finished so we can have a fantastic
new facility for summer.
To keep up-to-date and report issues,
download Antenno from your Apple App
Store or Google Play store.

Sunday 31 October
5-7pm
Halloween Island
This event will be dependant on
COVID-19 restrictions.
Download our Hallowhere map for where
to trick or treat from our website:
www.mstn.govt.nz
Friday 5 November
Guy Fawkes Day

