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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
This is my final column for the year, and
as 2021 draws to a close, it is also a time
for reflection.

Māori Ward for at least the next two
local body elections (2022 and 2025) –
something I am particularly proud about.

It’s been a year full of surprises,
interruptions, and frustrations, but it’s
also been about getting things done.

We also completed a new Long-Term
Plan, and we’re making progress
engaging some key contractors for our
Civic Facility project. Hopefully, we can
confirm the site early next year.

Christmas will look different, due to
COVID-19, but my message is that if we
look back we have much to celebrate.

Heading into what will be a break for
many of us, I would like to encourage us
to do two things.

Our world-class skatepark will be ready
for action by Christmas – as long as
enthusiasts can stay patient for just a
little longer and not jump the fence!
Anyone walking past the skatepark
site will have more than an inkling how
fantastic it will be as an asset for our
community for a long time to come.
This a great example of a community-led
project and all I ask is that our community
holds fire on trying to use it for a week.
Among other things to celebrate, this
year the Council voted to introduce a

Please take advantage of our wonderful
retail and hospitality outlets and buy
local – it has been a very difficult year for
those businesses. And remember the
message from the very beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak – be kind.
Life has a few added frustrations
these days, but a smile can really make
a difference.
This pandemic will pass, and the way we
will overcome its impacts is to connect

PATIENCE PLEASE! SKATEPARK NEEDS A FEW MORE DAYS...
Christmas is coming for
skateboarders and scooter
enthusiasts – but they need to be
patient for a few more days as
Hunter Civil complete the final
touches on the main areas of our
revamped skatepark.
The majority of the park will be open
on 23 December, with a small area of
pump track at the southern end still
to be completed in the New Year.

The park will be open for use ahead of
its official opening next year, but please
respect fenced-off areas.
This fantastic area has been a communityled project and we need the community to
keep an eye out to ensure it is looked after.
Police have identified and spoken to
the over-enthusiastic skateboarder
who climbed the fence and damaged an
unfinished area in the skatepark last month.

with our communities, our
whanau, and our friends. Now is a
great time to do this.
I want to also acknowledge
everyone who will be continuing
to do essential work during the
festive season.
For those having a break, please
have a safe and relaxing holiday.

NEW CE APPOINTED
Masterton District Council has appointed
David Hopman as its new Chief Executive.
David, who has been acting in the role of CE
for the Council since July, and has worked
for Masterton District Council as Asset and
Operations Manager for the past 12 years.
Mayor Lyn Patterson said the appointment
followed interviews by the full council with
several high-quality candidates.
“Given his experience at a local government
level, his understanding of Masterton District
Council and the community we serve, and
his knowledge of the future challenges
councils will be facing, offering David the
role was a unanimous decision by myself and
councillors,” she said.
David said the Council was facing a period
of change with the Government’s Three
Waters Reform and the Future For Local
Government Review.
“I hope my experience and leadership will
help steer Council through the
changes... and help continue
to make the Council a
great place to work, while
working in the best
interests of the people
of our district.”

To keep up-to-date and
report issues, download
Antenno from your Apple App
Store or Google Play store.
WWW.MSTN.GOVT.NZ
@MastertonDC

HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI

HAKIHEA 2021

SUMMER HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
RUBBISH AND RECYCLING

MASTERTON LIBRARY

TRUST HOUSE RECREATION CENTRE

Rubbish and recyling will be as normal over
Christmas and New Year.

Friday 24 December 9.30am-noon
Wednesday 29 December 9.30am-5.30pm
Thursday 30 December 9.30am-6.30pm
Friday 31 December 9.30am-noon
Normal hours resume from 5 December

Normal hours until 24 December.
Closed Christmas Day
26 December to 4 January - full facility
8am – 6pm
5 January normal hours resume

WAIRARAPA ARCHIVE

Monday - Friday
Gym 5.30am – 8pm
Pool 6am – 8pm

Transfer stations
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
Masterton Transfer Station
26-28 December and
2-4 January – 1am-4pm.
Open as normal all other times.
Castlepoint Transfer Station
Opening hours during December, January,
and February
Wednesdays 9am-12 noon
Sundays 11am-3pm
Riversdale Transfer Station
Wednesdays 1.30-4.30pm
Sundays 1.30-7.30pm

QUEEN STREET OFFICE
Closed 12noon Friday 24 December opening Monday 10 January.

Closed from noon 24 December, reopening
on 10 December for online queries at
archive@library.mstn.govt.nz or by
phoning 06 370 6253

ANIMAL SERVICES AND
ANIMAL SHELTER
Closed weekends (as normal) and all
public holidays.
Animal shelter operating, collection by
appointment only between Friday 24
December and Wednesday 5 January.
Enquires to animalservices@mstn.govt.nz
or call 06 378 7752.

Saturday -Sunday
Full facility 6am – 6pm
All classes as usual until 24 December
No classes 25 -28 December
29 December 9.30am Aqua Aerobics
30 December 9.30am New Body
31 December 9.30am Circuit
5 January 9.30am Aqua Aerobics
6 January 9.30am New Body
7 January 9.30am Circuit
Normal class timetable resumes from
10 January 2022

HAVE YOURSELF A COLOURFUL CHRISTMAS!

WHAT’S ON

It’s all about the lights this Christmas, with
Queen Elizabeth Park creating a colourful
Christmas splash with a fantastic
display, and a chance to vote for the best
decorated home and business.

Under the current COVID-19 restrictions,
public attendance at meetings requires
a Vaccine Pass but meetings will be
livestreamed. See our Facebook page or
website for details.

We were very disappointed COVID-19
restrictions forced the cancellation of
our Christmas parade this year, but
we’ve expanded the lights in the park to
create a fantastic display to enjoy in an
evening stroll.

We’re also running a competition to find
the best decorated homes and businesses
in town.
Our Christmas Lights Map will be
available on the Council website – and
our Queen Street office and the library
– showing the location of registered
entries for the competition. Make sure
you have your vote
And while COVID may have cancelled the
Christmas Parade last week’s fantastic
Council Sleigh-by saw Santa visiting 14
kura and kōhanga reo all over Masterton,
with the help of some outstanding elves
from Lakeview School’s SHIFT group.
Thanks to Mitre 10 Mega for use of the
sleigh - and Santa for taking time out
from his day job at Seeds and Cereals.

Wednesday 15 December
Kiwi Room, Waiata House, 27 Lincoln Rd
3pm
Council meeting
Thursday 23 December
12 noon	Voting closes for the Masterton
Christmas Competition
6pm Thursday 30 December 2021 –
6am Saturday 1 January 2022
Castlepoint and Riversdale Beach
alcohol-free zones
4pm Friday 31 December 2021 –
6am Saturday 1 January 2022
Castlepoint and Riversdale Beach
road closures
Sunday 6 February
Colin Pugh Sports bowl - Vaccine Pass
required
10am	Waifest

To keep up-to-date and report issues,
download Antenno from your Apple App
Store or Google Play store.

