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HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,
It’s certainly been an eventful first few
months of the year, with much going on for
the community and Council.
The inevitable spread of the Omicron
variant in Wairarapa has forced a change
in the way many businesses are operating,
and the Council is no exception, with staff
shortages at times restricting opening of
our library and Queen Street office.
Rest assured, we remain committed to
continuing to provide services, even if it is
in a different way.
Early this month the Council voted
unanimously to end negotiations on one site
at the northern end of town for a new Civic
Facility, which will include a new library,
archive, and flexible performance (capacity
500) and exhibition space, and instead
consider options on land already owned by
the Council.

POUTŪ-TE-RANGI 2022
REVAMPED SKATEPARK PROVES A WINNER

Our Civic Facility Steering Committee held
its first meeting last week, fully open to the
public, via Zoom.
There are no firm plans as yet, but the
architect provided some early sketches of
the sort of things that might be possible,
and there are some exciting possibilities
on the land around the Recreation Centre,
which obviously has great connections to
our wonderful Queen Elizabeth Park and
fantastic revamped skatepark. As plans are
developed, we will be talking to stakeholders
and interested parties about what is
possible, and how to best meet their needs.
We are also pressing ahead with work on
our key infrastructure, with February’s
storms and flooding emphasising the need
for what was already planned work to
replace the southbound side of the Colombo
Road bridge – actually made up of two
separate bridges.

Masterton’s outstanding new skatepark is
open for action and getting a big thumbs-up
from users of all ages.
The revamp, funded with $1.3 million from the
Government’s Provincial Development Unit,
and $700,000 from Masterton District Council,
saw the park fully open in February, after the
first stage was completed before Christmas.

That side of the bridge is now closed and will remain
so until the work is completed. The tender process
is underway for what will be a 12-18 month job.

Covid-19 restrictions prevented a formal
opening ceremony but the project will be
celebrated later in the year when
restrictions ease.
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Operating the bridge with one-lane will be
something of a convenience and we appreciate
people’s patience.

HOOD AERODROME PROGRESS

Elsewhere work is continuing at Hood
Aerodrome, which has enjoyed, literally, a flying
start to 2022.

CIVIC FACILITY PLANNING MOVES FORWARD
The Council’s Civic Facility Steering Committee held its first meeting last week, after the Council ended negotiations on one of the preferred sites at
the north end of Masterton and decided to look at potential sites on Council-owned land.
Masterton District Council has directed architects, Architectus, to explore land at and around the Trust House Recreation Centre as a potential
location for the Masterton Civic Facility.
Architectus explained the intent of the project – to create a facility that brings people together, that supports
placemaking, and is focused on community. Architectus also outlined their process for engaging with users and
stakeholders of the library and theatre.
Workshops are now underway with subject matter experts and key stakeholders, based on the main
elements the Civic Facility will offer. Theatre workshops have already started – exploring the
aspirational ideas and practical needs of local theatre users. Workshops around the Library will
begin next – with all workshops expected to be completed by Easter.
These workshops will drive how the functional areas of the Civic Facility will work – exciting news
for our Library and Archive in particular as they begin to explore how their modern spaces
might work best within the Civic Facility for our expanding community well into the future.
Initial options were used to highlight the adaptability of the proposed site – with
three ideas shown as an illustration for how the site might be used, taking into
consideration existing geographical features and sight lines, and a sense of
connection to the town centre and the facility’s immediate surrounds. These
were by no means final options – simply initial sketches - but gave an exciting
glimpse into what could be possible on that site.
Community collaboration was a strong theme in the meeting. Architectus were
very clear that mana whenua /iwi collaboration and community partnerships
would be key to the success of the project.
We look forward to continuing to share ideas, and to collaborating with
To keep up-to-date and
partners and our community as the Civic Facility project continues.
report issues, download
You can watch a recording of the meeting, held using Zoom, on the Masterton
Antenno from your Apple App
District Council Facebook page.

Store or Google Play store.
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Work has begun on widening, straightening and
re-sealing Moncrief Drive at Hood Aerodrome.

runway work will follow land acquisition, currently
underway, and will take place in a couple of years.

Included in this work is levelling to minimise water
pooling and maintaining a smooth transition from
grass to seal.

Hood Aerodrome has had a very busy January and
February with more aircraft movements that we
have previously seen. The Wairarapa Flying Tigers
is extremely popular with visitors and the Wairarapa
Community and a wide variety of aircraft have been
visiting the Wairarapa. In recent weeks, the Vintage
and Classic Glider Club of NZ, known as ‘Vintage
Kiwi’, held their 2022 rally at Hood to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the first gliding contest held in
NZ at the same spot. Last weekend many Tiger Moth
aircraft from throughout New Zealand visited Hood
Aerodrome for their annual rally.

It is part of the project which received $10m from
the Provincial Development Unit and will see an
upgrade of the runway.
The runway changes will remove safety hazards and
better support existing and future aircraft types
including those operated by Lifeflight. The Hood
Aerodrome Masterplan and a CAA safety review
have confirmed the need for these changes. The

COLOMBO ROAD BRIDGE ONE-LANE

WHAT’S ON

Masterton’s Colombo Road bridge over the Waipoua River will remain onelane until the eastern, south-bound section is replaced.

Due to the current COVID traffic light setting, Council
and committee meetings will proceed via Zoom and will
be livestreamed. See our Facebook page or website for
details: www.mstn.govt.nz

The tender process for the bridge work is underway. This is a design and
build project and will take 12-18 months to complete.
The bridge is actually made up of two separate structures, with the southbound bridge due for replacement due to deteriorating piers. The Council
has now received advice from structural engineers
that this side of the bridge should remain
closed until it is replaced.
A temporary traffic light will be
installed in coming months to
facilitate traffic flow over the
western side of the bridge.

Wednesday 16 March (Today)
2pm Infrastructure and Services Committee meeting
3pm 	Extraordinary Council Meeting - to consider the
adoption of the Long-Term Plan 2021-31 Amendment
Consultation Document: Progressing more housing
at Panama Village and to consider, with the public
excluded, delegation for land purchase negotiation

The Council will on Wednesday
16 March be asked to adopt a consultation
document proposing more housing at Panama
Village via a Long-Term Plan amendment. If the
report is approved, public consultation will commence
on Monday 21 March and will run through to 26 April.
More information will be made available on the
consultation section of the Council website from
Monday 21 March.

