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HE TĀKAI KŌRERO MAI I WHAKAORIORI
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Kia ora Masterton,
Last Saturday a number of Masterton
residents got together to express their
views about the future of the lido pool,
five-lane indoor pool, War Memorial
Stadium and the planned Civic Facility.
I absolutely support residents’ right to
have a say, but I want to also to be clear
about the work going on to consider the
use of the site around the Recreation
Centre for the Civic Facility.
There has been considerable publicity
about what the architects have called
three ‘sketches’ showing what is possible
for the site.
We have been clear that these are not
‘options’ and that nothing has yet been
proposed for any part of the site.

LEARNING AND ARTS IN THE HEART OF MASTERTON
However, we need to go into this with an
open mind.

Conversations and aspirations are taking
centre stage as plans for the new Masterton
Whakaoriori Civic Facility continue.

More ideas will be floated - nothing is off the
table. But it doesn’t mean they will stay on
the table.

Civic Facility architects, Architectus,
have wrapped up several weeks of initial
consultation with targeted subject matter
experts (SMEs) – each bringing a technical eye
to main features planned as part of the facility.

To go into a project this important without
exploring all options would be a disservice to
our community and to future generations.
We want this to be a facility for the future –
and sometimes that means reconsidering
what we have created in the past.
Part of the process to develop a design for
the Civic Facility will involve an engagement
conversation with the community, asking
key questions around what will make this
‘Your Place’.
We’ll be starting that community discussion
in the coming weeks.

HANGAR SITES RELEASED TO MARKET
Applications are now being accepted for six new lease
hangar sites at Hood Aerodrome, as part of development of
the aerodrome inline with the masterplan finalised last year.
The sites are 35m wide and 36m deep, and interest for
aviation-related activity is invited.
This is the second tranche of hangars made available, with
four sites at the end of Moncrieff Drive already developed.
Documentation, including the masterplan, hangar guidelines,
and application form, are available on the Masterton District
Council website.
Applications
close at 5pm
on 27 May
2022.

PAENGA-WHĀWHĀ 2022

Elsewhere, things are certainly starting
to happen on a number of projects.
Things are progressing on the new
walking and cycling bridge across
the Waipoua River, with first pours of
concrete already completed.
And development at Hood Aerodrome is
seeing six new hangar lease sites going
to market.

WORK PROGRESSING ON
WAIPOUA BRIDGE

The proposed theatre space would see a fully
flexible performance and function space that
can be configured to suit the show or event
taking place within it.

Off-site, work is also progressing
on 50 pou that will line the bridge,
especially commissioned from
six local ngā toi artists (Māori
artists), coordinated by
Sam Te Tau.
The artists are creating
pou telling stories that
represent the past, present
and future of the Waipoua.
The bridge is expected to
be completed around the
end of May.

WWW.MSTN.GOVT.NZ
@MastertonDC

“I regularly work in and visit venues
all around the country. I get to see
the mistakes they made when they
commissioned their venues. Often
these mistakes directly impact on the
usability and viability of the venues,”
Toby says.
“The opportunity to be involved as an
SME meant I can pass on this knowledge
and make sure that Masterton’s new
Civic Facility does not fall victim to these
same mistakes.”

The new walking/cycling bridge over
the Waipoua River is beginning to
take shape fast.
On the south side of the river, near
Railway Crescent, the abutment
has been poured, as has the anchor
block, with the tensioning rods
attached ready for the cables to
be connected.
On the Oxford Street side, the foundation
work is progressing on two abutments.

To keep up-to-date and
report issues, download
Antenno from your Apple App
Store or Google Play store.

Among the performance and technical
experts brought together to discuss what the
proposed theatre space might contain is local
multi-instrumentalist and sound engineer
Toby Mills of Noise Box Productions. Toby has
been brought onboard to provide expertise
around the technical requirements for this
adaptable performance space.

“I have been very impressed with the
architects on this project, who have
listened very carefully to the local users
and groups and folded the feedback
into the final brief. It means that
that the Civic Facility is going to
be more than just something
designed by architects, it is
going to be a building designed
for locals.”

“This venue is going to connect Masterton
back to the world of live performance and
touring shows that has been sorely missing
for the last five years since the closure of the
town hall and King Street Live. These shows
have simply skipped over Masterton as there
has not been a venue big enough to host
them,” Toby says.
“A thriving local and touring performance
scene is really important to the vibrancy and
culture of a town,” he says.
Consultation to date has included experts
from the local theatre scene for the proposed
performance spaces, with librarians and
archivists for the new library and archives,
and with event, customer service and
information specialists – with a series of
workshops shaping the architect’s Return
Brief to Council that will inform the initial
concept design and costing to follow.

Site selection for the Civic Facility
continues – with all possibilities being brought
to the table.
“To go into a project this important without
exploring all options would be a disservice to
our community and to future generations,”
said Masterton Mayor Lyn Patterson.
“We want this to be a facility for the future
– and sometimes that means reconsidering
what we have created in the past.”
“We need to go into this with an open mind.
More ideas will be floated - nothing is off the
table. But it doesn’t mean they will stay on the
table,” she says.
“The community has given this council the
mandate through the Long-Term Plan to
develop the Civic Facility and we need to get
on and do it.

“Part of the process to develop a design for
the Civic Facility will involve a conversation
with the community, asking key questions
around what will make this ‘Your Place’. This is
a place that will become a heart for our town.
A place to gather, to learn, to perform and to
share our Kaupapa for generations to come,”
she says.
The Council hopes to begin broader
community engagement in coming weeks
– asking what people would like to see
considered as part of the Civic Facility, how
their needs can be met, and building on the
back of the work already undertaken by the
SME groups and consultation carried out with
the community since 2016.

